Volume 14, Issue 08
October 2010

The Turning Poin

President6s
Executive & Committees
September Meeting

What Is The Fun Turn?
Monthly Meeting Calendar
The October Meeting
Humour in the Shop

Meet Your Members
West Coast Roundup
Snap Shot

Pen Pals

How To Longworth Chuck
Shavings

Your Guild Executive

Wo i k

2

6

13

14

15

16

17

20

22

23

24

28

23

From The

( Don Moore

As the cooler weather
accompanies our fall
season woodturners as a
rule head back into the
shop and start to make
shavings fly once again.
This year we have the
NSCAD Exhibition, the
L.V. Competition, the
Annual Fun Turn, as well
as the 1st Annual NWG
Shape Challenge and if all
of this isnodi
Christmas is not too far
away.

With this in mind, you

candt al ways
piece the same day you

start it. I 6
werenot fini:
same month or season
that they were started.

Sohereisthismont hoé
from my wor k:
you have to stop turning
for a short period of time
(for lunch as example) yc
can leave your piece on
the lathe and wrap it in a
brown paper bag or a
plastic bag. This will
control the moisture loss,

keeping the wood stable. If
itds fAgreendod
for a longer period of time
you can place a damp
sponge or wood shavings
inside the plastic bag
keeping the moisture
content high until you have
the time to complete the
piece.

LT é&2dz &NRdz
work to the desired shape
and about 1J0
you can then apply a coat
of fiend seal e
outside and bottom of the
piece. | record the weight
and date on the rim of the

piece. In about two
months, by checking the
weight, you can establish
when the piece is at a
reasonable moisture
content to remount and
finish. This work will go
oval and either concave
or convex, but by leavinc
the additional thickness
0KSNE A& adz
material to true up your
shape before the inside
YySSia GKS 2

Keep your besl rubbing,
Don

The October Meeting is at Busy Bee Too

The next meetingoftheNova Woodt ur nser
October 18" at Busy Bee Tools at 6:30pm

Go to page 15 for more information!
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0A special thanks for ti
members that submitte
articles for this igsue!

The Secretaryos (reamonk

First, let me start by thanking all those that commented on the changes to the
newsletter. It really does mean a lot knowing that the changes that we made were in the
right direction.

Next, a special thanks for those members that submitted articles for this issue, and at 30
pagesabigoneit i s! Wedbve got an update on Dia
a hope-to-be-a-regular instalments from both Glenn McCarron and Darrell Eisner.
Darrell is also featured in a new section called Know Your Member. We have a lengthy
update on s amseetmomng.h6Therebs | ots of gre
Palmer. We have another how-to, this time on how to build a Longworth chuck, info on
the upcoming Fun Turn, committee reports and an embarrassing, though humorous,
article from Glenn McCarron. Wow! Thanks to all!

Now, to put my Secretarybds hat back on.
an email to some of you for two reasons. One to verify that the email address that we
have for you is correct and that you are receiving email from me. Second, to verify that
the address we have on file is also corr
for much anymore we do like to keep it up to date. There are times when an address
does come in handy; someone needs a ride to a meeting, setting up carpools for
workshops, etc.

Speaking of this very same thing - throughout the year, if your mailing address, email
address or contact number changes please inform me of the changes. This will ensure
that youbre kept i nfldhappesidgs.wi t h the | ates

As always, if you have something on your mind, a question, a suggestion, an article, an
announcement to make, a comment, a suggestion, an error or omission please feel free
to contact me anytime at tedmonk@gmail.com

Announcement! Announcement! Announcement!

Congratulations to David Wilkins and his fiancée, Alexis, who recently announced that
they are expecting a gift in the-inew yye

The mother-to-be is glowing and the father-to-be is very excited. The little turner will be
arriving in February and Dave says that he has a mini skew all ready!

Unfortunately, and understandably, with his heavy work load, his woodturning teaching
schedule and the preparation for the upcoming birth of their first child Dave will be
taking this year off from his active participation within the Guild.

Once again, congratulations to Dave and
in touch, drop by a meeting any time!



mailto:tedmonk@gmail.com
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Dollars and Cents A (41

| want to thank Ted for hounding me (nicely as always), once | sit down to do this it is easy but before | actually start it
is like contemplating a wobble-chuck turning!

Presently we have a combined bank balance of $5,075. This is made up of savings account of $2035 and
checking/deposit account of $3000.

Since my last report expenditures have been minimal, with one check to Richard Ford of approximately $25 for various
library supplies. Richard was very patient in waiting for this check, as | misconnected with him on two occasions and

then | gave the check to lan for Richard and lan decided to hide the check inhiswalleti al | 6 s wel | -t he
Richard got his check (again thanks for your patience Richard) and | get a chance to tease lan!

With little actual activity all | can report is that we received $1550 in membership dues. That princely sum (31
members) includes 5 people who were not members last year! Of our active members | count about 10 that should be
signing up again and that will put us close to our target revenue for this year i another 4 or 5 new members and we
have it but obviously more are expected and always welcomed!

Raffles and draws are an important part of our revenue. Stuart provided us with some wood that brought in $90+ at
raffle. We need more raffles and draws and to do this we need one member to step up and coordinate this activity.
Popular raffles include wood, donated tools and lessons/hands-on  wi t h our seni or malyouer
have to do is pester, hound and continually ask folks for donations of any type and then we auction/raffle them of at
our regular meetings.

That is it folks T all our dollars and cents are accounted for, so happy turning until we meet again.

Alan (aka Old King Cole).

Nova Woodturner so Gui | d aanHun

The upcoming ATurning of Age: a snapshot of Atlantic
itself exciting. By all accounts we will see a lot of new work, some of it from previous, honorary or non-members of
the Guild.

The show is promising to be a great snapshot of what we know to be a significant craft movement in not only our
Atlantic region but globally too!

This show also offers us the chance to start providing a significant public service. It will allow us to contribute to the
community at large and crafts-person-ship specifically.

In addition to pieces for show most turners are dona
towards starting a scholarship for a Nova Scotia College of Art and Design University student.

The student will be chosen by the Universityés schol
group decides. We hope that we will be setting up a multi-year scholarship where students can continue to be
rewarded so long as they continue with high quality academic/studio work.

WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
You wil |l notice that we are not asking people to don

of Atlantic Woodturningoreahomiyowncandt foonatheatavteu
donation to the scholarship would be greatly appreciated.
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Events Committee Report Robert Atkinson

The Events Committee met on September 13, 2010 to discuss both the Exhibition and the Competition.

The deadline for entries for the Competition will be January 22, 2011 and the deadline for pickup of items will be
February 12, 2011. It has been confirmed that the display at Lee Valley will be back by the seminar room, which
allows the items to be viewed from all sides. New this year, will be the offering of a turned item as part of the voting
process for the Peoplebébs Choice Award. The thought be
vote. We have been given permission to man a booth during the Competition as a means to promote the Guild and we
will be looking for volunteers from the membership. We had discussions on size limits, the addition of a pens section,
a change in entry fees, whether or not to have levels and prizes for winners. All this resulted in such a change from
past practices that we decided to send out a list of proposals to the membership to be discussed and voted upon at
the September meeting.

At the September meeting it was passed by the members
sitting in the way it will be displayed. Also passed was the entry fee of $5.00 for members per piece and $15.00 for
non-members per piece. The additional $10.00 for non-members would go to the Guild to help offset the cost of the
Competition. The $5.00 per piece (member and non-member) will still be donated to the charity of choice (Food

Bank). The |l ast item passed was the addition of the p
running short for our regular meeting agenda the remainder of the items on our proposal were put off to a later date
and they didnodét have to be resolved that night. The n

strong desire to have them and what to have as an award for these winners. With the addition of pens and having 1st,
2nd and 3rd this gives 27 winners. We would appreciate your feedback in order to bring some different proposal to
you for your consideration at the December meeting.

The judges for this yeardés Competition have dbamelPamela onf
Ritchie from NSCAD. We are very fortunate indeed to have such highly qualified people willing to take the time and
provide their perspective on the entries.

AiTurning of Age: a snapshot of woodt ur aurBExigbitionratthetAnna nt i
Leonowens Gallery (NSCAD). As of the September 20th we had 22 people who were committed to entering pieces in
the exhibition. The drop off period for pieces will be November 15-19, 2010 and pickup will be on December 4, 2010.
On December 4, Dr. Alfoady has agreed to speak at a show-ending reception for turners and friends. We thank you
for all the photos that were sent in and Dr Al foady h
finial-lidded bowl, John Macnab 6 s st andi ng spiral, Zal man Amitdés doub
vase. These were difficult choices. After seeing all the submitted photos, Dr. Alfoady commented on what a great
show this wildl be and that A vaswondumidgendeds agrediea profile in the ast and h
craft community to highlight our superior turners and their excellent products.

As your committee is busy trying to make both these events a success for the Guild, | encourage the membership to
be busy turning pieces to support these events.

Robert Atkinson - Chairman of the Events Committee

Fund Raising & Social Committee Still Needed!

We are still in serious need of a Fund Raising & Social Committee. Unfortunately, the existing Executive and
Committee members are stretched to the max and wearing multiple hats. We 6 r e | ooki ng f or a (¢
come forward and take up the reins for this exciting and very important task.

Fund raising has beeraditionally done through 50/50 draws and wood sales but can also include organizing donated
tool raffles, newbook aucti ons and more! And social? This just m
gatherings, shop visits... well, you get the idea. It is really limited only by your wildest imagination.

This justin T Don Moore has generously offered to donate a piece of his to an Annual Guild Fund Raiser. We
desperately need someone to spearhead this as soon as possible to take advantage of this great opportunity!

Interested? Please contact any member of the Executive. Remember, with more funds the more fun things we can do!




Page 5

Membership Committee Report  andrew watson

Being a committee of ONE there has been little dialogue! However, | have tried to
rationalise how we should go about encouraging others to join the group.

Unfortunately, as we are all too aware, we lost the prime advertising spot we had when
the Halifax Wood Show ceased to exist as we knew it. With a display of our turning
prowess, as well as exhi bi tieceswd wete hbde toGitract
many of you who are now members.

Advertising, per se, is an expensive proposition, and frequently does not reach the
desired group of artisans. Free notice board which exist outside many banks and similar
institutions are one method of reaching out, although | am sure if we all could attract just
ONE turner to join we would of course double our numbers overnight. To that end | hope
that you will all download an application form and have one with you as often as
possible. If your place of work has a notice board please request permission to attach
such a form.

Finally, therebés an outside possibility
know visit this show as | have, and just maybe we could team up with another local
interests and each give say three hours to man such a booth.

Respectfully submitted.
Andrew Watson.

Andrew jokingly refers to 6being a c¢ommi

within the Guild. We have a similar situation with the Constitution and By-laws

Committee, no one at all on the Fund Raising and Social Committee and to date no one o

has offered to help with the Turning of Age Exhibition. L OThe thing is that
when more peop
help it somehow

wor ks ou

As you can imagine, it is quite hard for any volunteer supported committee to achieve
their goals. With the demands of family, work and other commitments there are obvious
time constraints placed on what is available for service. However, the thing is that when
more people help it somehow all works out. We need more members to come forward
to make our great Guild an outstanding Guild!

Please see any member of the Executive or the Committee that you have an interest in.

The Membership Form Is Online

The membership form for the 2010-2011 season is online

| f you haven intitpna filhiteodt atyheme tgpsave time at the
next meeting. Print one for a friend or colleague too!

http://www.novawoodturnersquild.com/documents.php

Once there just click the 6M



http://www.novawoodturnersguild.com/documents.php

Page 6

The September 2010 Meetirfghape & Design

The September meeting, held at Halifax Specialty Hardwoods, focused on the sometimes elusive and often
overlooked topic of Shape and Design. This was presented by Guild members Alan Hunt and Dianne Looker.

Alan began the presentation by speaking about general concepts of shape and design and what we are looking to
achieve as woodturners. Using both drawings and actual examples he showed us what works and what doesn't,
and why we find some pieces appealing and why we find some piecesthataren 8t so appeal ing.

From there he spoke on ways to envision the desired
shapes for turning. One of the easiest ways is by using a
catenary curve. A catenary curve is best described as the
curve that a hanging chain assumes when it is held by its
ends. This creates a natural, flowing curve that can easily
be adapted to any piece. Various shapes can be achieved
just by changing the distance between the held ends. With
this method one can very quickly and easily capture a
pleasing shape best suited for the piece they are working
on.

Alan finished with an explanation of the Golden Mean,
which is a "mathematical concept that expresses the
relationship of two parts of a whole with each other and
with the whole". The desired ratio of 1.618 is denoted by
the Greek symbol, phi. He explained this theory first in
mathematical terms - where A+B is to A as A is to B.
Then, thankfully, he explained in practical terms what this
meant to woodturners. J

Basically the Golden Mean has to do with proportions that
we universally find as a pleasing, visual balance. We can
find these proportions everywhere, in architecture,
furniture and our own bodies! For example, look at the
proportion of your hand relative to your forearm. Look
around and you'll notice how the length of a table is proportioned to its height, how a window's height is
proportioned to its width.

Though only a doctrine or a theory, and not a hard fast rule, it is very surprising how true it is. Unintentionally, when
we design something that we find appealing we follow the Golden Mean. If these items are not appealing to you
you'll likely find that they don't follow the Golden Mean (now you know why! J ).

Unfortunately there was not enough time for a thorough lecture and study on the immense subject of design, or
even the Golden Mean, but Alan did cover a lot of the basics and gave us plenty of food for thought. The
considerations and concepts that he raised are an integral part of creating visually appealing turnings and meant to
be explored more.

Alan's presentation notes will be available on the website soon. A search on the Internet for 'golden mean', golden
ratio', 'golden section', 'divine proportion', 'mean of Phidias', 'golden rectangle' or ‘fibonacci' will yield lots of results
to continue the study of this interesting concept.
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The September 2010 Meetirfdhape & Design .continued

Foll owing Al an's presentation Dianne Looker introduc
Shape Challenge". It is an opportunity for all of the Guild members to participate in turning an item that will

challenge us on a specific

This was an idea, and one of many, that she brought back
from her year while living in Victoria, British Columbia and
as a member of both the Vancouver Island Woodworkers'
Guild and the Island Wo o d t u rGuoild.r s 6

The original idea of using these forms in a Guild project
came from | sland Woodturner
Samuel, whom Dianne thanked.

She also gave thanks to Richard Raffan for allowing us to
use the shape template which comes from his book, "The
Art of Turned Bowls". In fact, Diane told us that he was
quite delighted to hear that we would be using it for this
challenge.

InreferenceRi chard says in his b
curves more difficult to handle well. Proportions are vital if
a form is to have a floating quality without looking either
too squat and stubby or so light and finely balanced that a
puff of wind might blow it away 0 .

Use this concave shape as your guide.

design. I't doesndét matter

The rules for this project are quite simple:
9 Turn a bowl using this shape as a guide.

1 You do not need to follow the template exactly
but (a) make it a smooth, continuous curve and
(b) make it this general shape.

1 You can choose whatever wood, rim treatment,
foot and finish; you can do a segmented or
decorated bowl, as long as it is this shape.

1 Bring your bowl to the January meeting hidden
in a bag so it won't be seen until the appropriate
time.

This promises to be an exciting challenge and everyone
is asked to participate. Dianne mentioned that in
addition to the fun and understanding that can be
gained from this project it is a real eye popper when all
the same shaped pieces are displayed together!

Thanks to Alan and Dianne for their presentations tonight. Their one-two punch combining information and a related
project made for an enjoyable session, and one that will obviously be on our minds over the next few months as we

work towards completing the challenge. Great job!
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The September 2010 Meetirighape & Design

écontir

This evening's Show and Tell was a fantastic display of talent with members bringing in
a multitude of pieces that they did over the summer. Diane Looker brought in a spin top
lidded box along with several other small boxes, Ted Monk brought in a Longworth
chuck and three small Southwest pots, Andrew Furlong brought in a couple of beautiful
pens, Robert Atkinson brought in his entry for the Exhibition - a burl bowl with
handcrafted metal stand, Glenn McCarron brought in a three-pointed bowl, Stuart Taylor
brought in a small spice funnel and an Oak, lidded, hollow form, Richard Ford brought in
an enclosed bowl, Russ Parrott brought in an Ash bowl and an Ash plate, Alan Hunt
brought in a large Birch bowl, lan Scott brought in several acrylic pens and Gordon
Marshall wowed us all with several of his segmented turnings. It was obvious that there
was a lot of great turning done over the summer. Kudos to everyone for sharing!

The business portion of the meeting began with Alan Hunt giving us an update on the

upcoming "Turning of Age' exhibition and a reminder that this is a snapshot of

woodturning in Atlantic Canada today and that everyone, regardless of skill level,
0Special thanks to Hal  should participate. This was followed by Robert Atkinson bringing forward several
Hardwood Specialties issues related to the Annual Competition which were discussed and voted on. These

o included:
making it such a great

evenirgy! Dan Graham moved that because of display case size constraints the maximum size for
pieces should be 12" X 12" X 12". This was seconded by Jim Diamond and the motion

was carried unanimously.

Dan Graham moved that the entry fees should be $5.00 for members and $15.00 for
non-members and that $5.00 from each entry goes to a charity and the additional
$10.00 from non-members goes to the Guild to support the cost of the Competition. This

was seconded by Norm Jolivet and the motion was carried unanimously.

Ted Monk moved that a category for Pens should be added to the existing Faceplate
and Spindle categories. This was seconded by Dianne Looker and the motion was

carried unanimously.

There was also quite the frenzy tonight as members jostled to be first in line to pay their
2010-2011 season memberships. Seriously, people were tripping over each other. J

A hearty welcome goes out to new members Matthew Pilfold, Jim Lockhart and David

Duggan as well as to all of the returning members.

The evening ended with time to socialize and shop. The coffee, tea and donuts supplied
by Halifax Specialty Hardwoods were certainly appreciated, as was the generous
discount offered on wood purchased tonight. Both Darryl and Cheryl of HSH were

gracious hosts and on hand to help members with their buys.

Special thanks to Darryl and Cheryl and Halifax Hardwood Specialties for making it such

a great evening!

There were 35 members in attendance for this fantastic start to the 2010-2011 season.
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Photos FronThe September Meeting Chris Palmer

Gordon Marshall Don Campbell showing Gr @

Gordondés Segmented Andrewbs Pens

Donés Grandson Andrew Fu
(lower center, the one without a beard or glasses)
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Photos From The September Meeting Chris Palmer

Richard Ford Ri chardés Encl ose

Gl ends Three Po

Tedds Sout hwest P
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Photos From The September Meeting Chris Palmer

Russ Parrott

Russodés Ash Bowl and

lan Scott

lanéds Acrylic Pen

Di anneds Spin Top Lidded
Dianne Looker




