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The opening of the 
"Turning of Age" exhibition 
at NSCAD's Anna 
Leonowens Gallery was a 
terrific success and a 
wonderful attribute to our 
Guild. Success usually 
follows effort, with this, a 
grateful thank you to Alan 
for instigating and 
spearheading this project, 
and to Ted for quickly 
coming on board, virtually 
assuring success. Our 
"Events Committee", who 
also includes Robert and 
Dan, completed the team 
with a job well done. 
  
None of this would have 
been possible without all 
of the woodturners who 
participated &/or donated 
to this worthwhile cause 
and exhibition. I would like 
to acknowledge and thank 
all of you who did so 
hopefully we will see the 
creation of a scholarship 

fund at NSCAD because of 
this exhibition. It is this on 
going exposure that will 
keep our Guild alive and 
vibrant, now and into the 
future. 
  
As the Holiday Season 
nears I wish you and yours 
a Merry Christmas and a 
healthy, successful New 
Year! 
  
Tip of the Month: Spalted 
wood is a terrific wood for 

figure and feature. 
However, to achieve this 
effect there has to be 
active spores in the wood. 
These spores must be 
respected by you. You 
have to wear a respirator 
and protective clothing 
when handling spalted 
wood. If you would like to 
talk to me further on this 
subject, my door is always 
open. 
  
Keep your bevel rubbing, 
Don 
 

From The Presidentõs Workshop I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

The next meeting of the Nova Woodturnersô Guild is 

December 13th at Kent at MicMac Mall at 6:30pm 

 Go to page 15 for more info on the meeting topic! 
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The Secretaryõs Quill 

 

Ted Monk 

òThis time of year is 

especially for sharing good 

will and spending time 

with our family and 

friendsó 

Wow! Another great issue of the newsletter, folks! Once again, thanks to all that have 

made it possible. 

Weôve got articles on the Turning of Age Exhibition and a Guild wood salvage project 

called Walnut Wednesday. Thereôs another great how-to from Darrel Eisner and more 

insights (J) into photography from Glenn McCarron. We get to know more about Guild 

member Doug McGuire in the Know Your Member section. Thereôs a slew of reports 

from the Executive and Committee members and the Shavings section has some great 

info on how to get some special deals on wood and end sealer. Enjoy! 

Iôd like to take this time to wish everyone a hearty Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. Likewise, a hearty Happy Holidays to those of other faiths. Regardless of our 

individual religious beliefs I believe that this time of year is especially for sharing good 

will and spending time with our family and friends. Hereôs a poem Iôm often reminded of: 

It's Christmas Time by Bob Lazzar-Atwood 

 

Put your problems on probation 

Run your troubles off the track, 

Throw your worries out the window 

Get the monkeys off your back. 

Silence all your inner critics 

With your conscience make amends, 

And allow yourself some happiness 

It's Christmas time again!  

Call a truce with those who bother you 

Let all the fighting cease, 

Give your differences a breather 

And declare a time of peace, 

Don't let angry feelings taint 

The precious time you have to spend, 

And allow yourself some happiness 

It's Christmas time again!  

Like some cool refreshing water 

Or a gentle summer breeze, 

Like a fresh bouquet of flowers 

Or the smell of autumn leaves, 

It's a banquet for the spirit 

Filled with family, food and friends, 

So allow yourself some happiness 

It's Christmas time again! 

 

Have a great Christmas, everyone! 

 

As always, if you have something on your mind, a question, a suggestion, an article, an 

announcement to make, a comment, a suggestion, an error or omission please feel free 

to contact me anytime at tedmonk@gmail.com 
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http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/poems/poetry_page_3.htm


  

Membership Committee Report 

Presently we have a combined bank balance of $5,341. This is made up of savings 
account of $2080 and checking/deposit account of $3261. 
  
Since my last report we have received membership fees from two members -- one new 
and one returning. Additionally we have raffle income of $45 (a big thanks to the guy in 
the funny hat for helping with it). 
  
We have had a series of expenditures that have yet to be reflected in our checking 
account balance. We spent: 
 

1. $91.00 on our Anna Leonowens opening reception, check payable to me 
2. $11.36 on dots (yellow and red) for the Anna exhibition, check payable to me 
3. $115 on a metal cabinet for Kent to hold library and lathe, check payable to Dan 

Graham 
4. $206.61 for wood for our trophies, check payable to Ted Monk 
5. $149.43 for Peopleôs choice award ballots and NWG business cards, check 

payable to Bob Atkinson. 
  

Our total expenditures this past month have been $573.40. Our ñtrialò checking account 
balance as of today (Nov 30th) should be $2687.60 less our service charges. 
 
Well that is it. We got revenue, spent money and did a whole bunch of good things ï 
seems to me that is what we are all about. 
  
Merry turning to all and to all a good edge! 

Dollars and Cents 

 
Alan Hunt 
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Andrew Watson 

At the December meeting of the NWG I will be distributing copies of the time sheets 
related to the "Table" that Lee Valley Tools has kindly agreed to provide during the 
Annual Competition of memberôs turnings. This is a golden opportunity to enhance the 
Guildôs profile and membership. 
  
The President reminds me that it has been customary for members to "donate" at least 
four hours of their time at any one sitting which makes any travel worthwhile. 
  
I have only had three replies so far as to volunteers, for which many thanks. When one 
considers we will have 9 days to cover during Lee Valley's opening hours between 
Jan.25th. and Feb. 5th.2011 this response leaves much to be desired! Three days will 
be covered by the Executive Committee during judging of the exhibits. 
  
For new members one only needs to have confidence in presenting the Guildôs 
objectives, to encourage turning in general and the Guild in particular, and distribute 
the provided application form for membership, noting of course we hold meetings at 
various locations on the third Monday of every month, with a low membership fee of 
$50 /year. 
  
I look forward to a great response at the Dec. meeting. 
  
Respectfully submitted by the sole member of the Membership Committee!  
                                                                                                                         
 

Andrew Watson 

ñHereõs a golden 
opportunity to enhance 
the Guildõs profile and 
membership!ó 

òWe got revenue, spent 
money and did a whole 
bunch of good things ð 
seems to me that is 
what we are all about.ó 



  

Special thanks to Norm Jolivet and Bill Luther for stepping forward to help out with 
our fund raising efforts this year. Norm has take on the role of 50/50 Drawmaster and 
Bill will take care of acquiring prizes for the Annual Competition. Kudos, guys! 

 

Events Committee Report 

 

Robert Atkinson 

The Events Committee met on Monday, November 15
th
 before the Guild meeting to go 

over final preparations for the Turning of Age Exhibition. We then met at Anna 
Leonowens Gallery on Sunday, the 21

st
 at noon to unpack all the pieces and arrange 

them for the Exhibition. It was almost like Christmas as we opened the packages and 
saw the wonderful pieces inside! 
 
On opening night several of us waited at a nearby café for the Exhibition to open and it 
was wonderful to see a crowd of people waiting outside the gallery for the doors to 
open, so they could rush inside and view the exciting pieces that had been created. I 
plan on going back for a second look, which will be less rushed, to truly appreciate the 
pieces and the talented turners that we have in our neck of the woods. 

  
In the midst of our preparations for the exhibition, we met at Ted Monkôs for a day of 
making trophy bases for the Lee Valley competition on Wednesday the 17 Nov 10. Ted 
had already picked up the walnut, so we planned it and cut the various pieces to size. 
Routered the tops and bottoms, angle cut both sides of the middle piece and cut all the 
biscuit slots for assembling them. All that remains to do is the sanding, assembling and 
finish for the 9 trophy bases and then attaching the turned piece on the top. Again many 
thanks for those who have agreed to turn the top pieces. We are also going to redo the 
Warman Castle trophy to be somewhat similar to these, but have not finalized the 
design. Hopefully one more day in the workshop will finish the bases. 
  
Robert Atkinson 
Events Committee Chairman 
 

We are still in serious need of more Guild Committee members as there are still many 
vacancies. 

Presently we need a Fund Raiser Chair, a whole Social Committee and more members 
for the Membership and the Constitution and By-laws Committees. Unfortunately, the 
existing Executive and Committee members are stretched to the max and wearing 
multiple hats, and now stretched even further as Norm and Bill already had other roles 
within the Guild! Weôre looking for a couple of members not presently serving to come 
forward and take up the reins for this exciting and very important task.  

Interested? Please contact any member of the Executive. Remember, with more funds 
the more fun things we can do! 

 

Committee Members Still Needed! 
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Special Thanks To Norm Jolivet & Bill Luther 



  

Hereôs a list of members with books and /or videos that are due for return at the next 
meeting: 
 
Alan Hunt   - Turning Wood with Richard Raffan 
 
Dan Graham   - Practical Tips for Turners and Carvers - GMC Publications 
 
David W Lewis  - The Art of Turned Bowls - Richard Raffan 
 
Don Campbell   - From The Tree To The Table ï Mike Mahoney 
                           - Finial Star ï By Cindy Drozda 
                           - Turning Pens with Rex & Kip Video I 
                           - Turning Pens with Rex & Kip Video II 
 
Gordon Marshall  - Bowl Coring with the McNaughton ï Reed Gray 
 
John Fitzpatrick  - 1999 AAW National Symposium Techniques Vol II 
                      - Turning Outside the Box - Beth Ireland 
 
Maureen Simpson  - 1999 AAW National Symposium ï Tacoma Washington 

- Beyond The Basic Bowl - Bill Grumbine 
 - Hollow Wood Turning - John Jordan 
 

Peter Nicholl   - Keith Rowley's ï Woodturning Projects 
- Woodturning Projects - Mark Baker 
- Ellsworth Woodturning 
 

Russell Parrot   - Useful Woodturning Projects - The Best from Woodturning 
- Turning Pens and Pencils - Kip & Rex  
 

Ted Monk   - Elliptical Turning An Introduction ï David Springett 
- Elegant Finials Third edition ï By Cindy Drozda 
- Woodturning II with Bonnie Klein Bowls & Projects 

 
 
 

Library Report ð Books And Video Richard Ford 

òPlease return 

library items on time 

so that other 

members can share 

this great resourceó 
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Library Report ð Magazines Jim Diamond 

Here is the overdue magazine list, which is quite short again this month. 
  

¶ G Marshall: WT July 03, Aug 03, Nov 08, Feb 09; JAAW Fall 05, Fall 06; WT 
Design Summer 2009 Winter 2010: June 2010 

 

¶ I Scott: WT May 02, July 02, April 02, Oct 01: Oct 10 
 



  

The Turning Of  Age Exhibition Opening Reception 
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Wow! What an opening! People were lined up to get in! 
  
The opening reception of the Turning of Age Exhibition was certainly a success with well over a 120 people in 
attendance, even CTV was there! 
  
The evening started with 40 to 50 of us outside, patiently waiting for the door to open. We could get a glimpse of the 
displays through the curtains. Then, as the curtains were removed we were treated to the classic 'outside looking in' 
view. And what a view it was! Standing there in the evening dusk, with a few snowflakes coming down, looking into 
the well lit Gallery window front showing all the beautiful works of art - it was almost like Christmas!  
  
Within minutes of this the door was opened and we made our way in to the spectacular display of the 106 pieces 
that were on exhibit. Let me tell you, there was a lot of óoohingô and óahhingô going on. :)  

  

 

  

 



  

 

The Turning Of  Age Exhibition Opening Reception 
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The Turning Of  Age Exhibition Opening Reception 
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A warm welcome and an introduction for the scholarship fund was given by the Dean of NSCAD, Christine Holzer-
Hunt. Welcoming remarks were also given by Dr. Sandra Alfoady, followed by Tonia De Risio, Gallery Director at 
the Anna Leonowens Gallery, who thanked all those that helped to put the show together. 
 

 

  

  

For several hours people were milling about, mingling, enjoying the finger food  and chatting. Turners were 
talking with each other and guests. Family and friends were getting an eyeful.  All the sentiments were the same - 
what a fantastic showing of woodturnings! It truly was a special evening. 
  

Look for more on the Turning of Age Exhibition in next month's newsletter! 
 



The November 2010 Meeting ð Christmas Ornaments 

 

Dan began his presentation with a talk about 
making various types of Christmas ornaments, 
the different styles and lots of hints, tips and 
suggestions for turning ornaments. For 
example, while styles of ornaments are only 
limited by your imagination you can get some 
great ideas from books, the Internet  as well 
as recreating traditional glass ornaments. 
Another great idea was creating a ornament 
as a gift for someone that is made from wood 
that means something to them, like wood from 
a fence on the old family homestead. He also 
told us about and explained how to make 
some different types of displays for those 
'special' ornaments.  
  
Next, he started the Show and Tell portion of 
the meeting beginning with his own 'six-holer' 
ornament, giving a great explanation on how 
to make one. Then he presented and 
explained how to make his small segmented 
bell, focusing on the 'clapper', and a small 
bulb type ornament. 
 
Dan was followed by the other members, with 
each giving a short talk on their ornaments, 
how to make them, the finished they applied 
and any hints to overcome any issues that 
one might have while making their own. 
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The theme of the evening was 'Inside Outside Christmas Ornaments' hosted by Guild Vice-President Dan Graham. 
  
Although we came up a bit short on our hoped for 100 Christmas ornaments it still turned out to be a great showing! 
There were over 30 ornaments brought in - almost enough for a small tree! We know this because Dan had brought 
in a small, metal 'tree' to display the array of ornaments on. :) 
 

 

Stuart Taylor brought in a couple of very large, Cherry bells, complete with ribbons and bows, and he explained 
some trials and tribulations in both turning and selling them. He also brought in and explained an ornament that 
featured a captured ring plus a small ball type ornament.  
  
Dale Rayner brought in four inside/outside ornaments on a brass display stand and gave us a step by step 
explanation on how he almost 'magically'  gets the little snowman inside the turning. (Yep, it's sort of like 'getting the 
caramel in the Caramilk bar'. :))  
  
Norm Jolivet brought in a couple of segmented drop, or ópodô, style segmented Walnut and Maple ornaments. He 
also brought in and explained a 'specialized' mandrel that he used to turn them with. 
 
Ted Monk brought in a few Christmas whistles and related a story about how the Christmas whistle has become a 
Christmas tradition around the world and one of Santa's early warning systems. He also gave a simplified version of 
the steps used to create them. 
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The November 2010 Meeting ð Christmas Ornaments 

 
...continued 

Doug McGuire brought in a small birdhouse ornament as well as several different styles of small Christmas trees. He 
explained how he was able to achieve the different effects and coloring techniques. 
  
Robert Atkinson brought in a slender 'icicle' ornament and a small bowl that held some unique 'acorns' that sported 
tops from real acorns!  
  
Dianne Looker brought in a small spin top and offered the idea of how any small item, especially a toy like a spin 
top, can be used as a Christmas ornament. 
  
Gary Landry brought in an multi-wood ornament made of Walnut and Pauduk that was reminiscent of a Japanese 
pagoda and explained the process that he took to make it. 
  
Ross Parrot brought in and explained his version of an 'icicle' style ornament as well as bringing in and sharing his 
experiences turning a spalted bowl and a hollow form. 
  
In addition to all the different styles of ornaments presented it was also obvious that there was a variety of hanger 
options. In use were small eyehooks with wire hooks or ribbon, thin wire inserted and glued into a small hole as well 
as using twisted wire of different colours. 
  
Dan, you gave us a fantastic presentation to kick start us into getting ready for Christmas. The Christmas tree 
display was a great touch but your Santa's hat took it over the top! (Dang, wish we had photos of that! :)) Thanks, 
and Merry Christmas! 
  
This was followed by an extensive Q and A session where many questions were asked and equally answered. Here 
are some notes from these discussions: 
  
When wireburning use piano or guitar strings. Lathe speed, pressure on wire and depth of initial cut determines the 
quality of the burn. 
  
For punky wood, saturate it with Future floor polish every 15 minutes until the wood can take no more. Future is 
actually a 'self levelling acrylic paint'. (Here's an interesting article on this amazing formula -  
http://tinyurl.com/3ttvwk) 
  
For log end sealer you can also use solvent based driveway sealer. It is suggested to spare no expense when 
covering the log ends. Paint the grain ends. For a bowl blank paint the outside though some members paint the 
inside too. Paint all of a burl. 
  
When cutting a log for woodturning cut out a strip in the middle that contains the pith. Cut off both sides of the pith of 
this slab and there'll be two very useable quartersawn strips. 
  
The evening finished with a bit of social time where the members congregated around the ornament display, asking 
each other questions and getting more in-depth construction tips. The library was a center of activity too. 
  
Norm Jolivet, the Guild's new Drawmaster, was busy throughout the meeting selling tickets for his  
inaugural 50/50 draw. Calum Ewing and Alan Hunt each went home with a beautiful piece of Horse Chestnut and 
$45.00 was raised! Kudos! 
  
Guild President Don Moore began the meeting with a hearty thank-you to Kent Building Supplies for welcoming us 
with the free use of the room to hold our monthly meetings. This was supported by a resounding round of applause 
by the membership. Thank you Kent! 
  
There were 28 members in attendance for this meeting and by all accounts, everyone had a great time! 
 
 
 

http://tinyurl.com/3ttvwk
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