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I wish each and every one 
of you the Best of Health 
and Happiness in the New 
Year 2011, may it be one 
filled with wonder and awe 
for you as well. As 
Maureen, "the First Lady", 
continues to endure 
treatments and 
procedures for cancer, we 
would like to thank all of 
you for your concern and 
your prayers. It does make 
a difference. I've always 
found all woodturners to 
have a distinct ability to 
share all of the knowledge 
that they possess about 
turning as freely as water 
flows. Another, is that they 
all care for one and other, 
like an extended family. It 
is the latter that I have 
become aware of recently 
with Maureen's health 
issues and more so with 
the fact that I haven't been 
able to do all that I had 
envisioned getting done 

as the President of the 
Guild. So many of you 
have been there for me 
when needed and continue 
to be there, thank you... 
  
I hope that many of you, 
let me say that I hope 
that all  of you, plan on 
participating in the Lee 
Valley Competition later 
this month. The Events 
Committee have produced 
some terrific trophies for 
the various levels and 
categories, as well as a 
new People's Choice 

trophy. We are once 
again endeavouring to 
secure prizes for 
everyone who participates 
in this event. Although the 
economic climate is not 
that favourable, we have 
good people knocking on 
doors, hopefully 
producing dividends. 
  
Life is so short, I'm so 
fortunate to have been a 
woodturner for a good 
part of mine. 
 
Keep your bevel rubbing, 
Don 
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Ted Monk 

òAll the best to you and 
yours in 2011!ó 

 

Happy 

New 

Year! 
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In regards to ómanningô the table at Lee Valley during the competition we are still short 
of volunteers to help with the table. Several members have offered to do more than 
one session but that defeats the purpose of everyone pitching in and assisting. 
 
The following spots are still open: 
Thursday, January 27

th
: 1.00 p.m. ï5.00 p.m. 

Saturday, January 29
th
: 1.00 p.m. -5.00 p.m. 

Monday, January 31
st
: 1.00 p.m. ï 5.00 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 1
st
: 1.00 p.m. -  5.00 p.m.  

Thursday, February 3
rd

: 9.00 a.m. ï11.00 a.m.  
 
A relative new member of the Guild is on the list for Saturday February 5th at 9.00 a.m. 
However, he would appreciate a more, shall we say, ñseasonedò member to be with 
him at the start. 
 
The usual times are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
                                 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
                                 5:00 p.m. to closing. 
  
There is NO reason why a time slot canôt be shared! 
  
Please email me directly at andrew.watson@ns.sympatico.ca. An early reply would be 
appreciated. 
 
 
                                                                                                                         

 

Andrew Watson 

òWe are still short of 
volunteers to help with 
the table.ó 

mailto:andrew.watson@ns.sympatico.ca


  

The Events Committee met before our Guild meeting on December 13th 2010 for a wrap 
up meeting on our exhibition at NSCAD. We had a very successful exhibition and raised 
over $2000.00 for the scholarship program. The feedback received by the committee has 
been very positive in regard to the number and quality of the pieces exhibited.  
 
As with all things one does, there are some areas we felt we could fine tune for another 
exhibition. This would include such things as getting out invitations earlier, including a 
location map and the gallery hours for the entire exhibition. We hope to get together with 
NSCAD this month to determine the criteria for the scholarship. 
  
We spent two more days in the shop working on the trophies for the upcoming Lee 
Valley competition. While they have taken more time than was originally thought, it would 
certainly be nice to be the winner of one to display for a year. Currently 6 of the 9 
trophies are assembled, complete with the turnings mounted. Also, the Warman Castle 
Memorial (Peopleôs Choice Award) has been replaced with one more in line with the 
other trophies. Read more about the Trophy Workshops in the article on page 21. 
 
The Committee will be meeting with the judges this month to discuss the Competition 
and our expectations from them.  
 
As the Competition is just around the corner, I hope everyone is spending some time 
making shavings. J 

 

Events Committee Report 

 
Robert Atkinson 
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òCurrently 6 of the 9 
trophies are assembled, 
complete with the 
turnings mounted.ó 

The Annual Competition - 2011 
 
 
Itôs that time of year folks, time for the Nova Woodturnersô Guild Annual Competition! 
 
This yearôs Competition will be held from January 25

th
 to February 5

th
 at Lee Valley.  

 
Entries must be received at Lee Valley between January 17

th
 and January 22

nd
.  

 
Pickup for your pieces must be made no later than February 12

th
. 

 
The Award Ceremony will be held at 1:00pm on February 5

th
 at Lee Valley. (This will 

be our February meeting instead of our usual date on the 3
rd

 Monday of the month.) 
 
The entry forms and Competition rules are now available on our website in the 
Documents section located here: 

 
http://novawoodturnersguild.com/documents.php 

 

http://novawoodturnersguild.com/documents.php


  

Library Report ð Books And Video 

 

Richard Ford 

Below are two lists of videos and books. Previously we have only posted the Overdue list but I 
think it would be helpful for you to be able to see what was issued at the last meeting so that you 
can round it up and bring it in. 

 
Overdue: 
25 May 2009 - Dan Graham - Practical Tips for Turners and Carvers - GMC Publications 
29 Mar 2010 - Maureen Simpson - 1999 AAW National Symposium ï Tacoma  
29 Mar 2010 - Maureen Simpson - Beyond The Basic Bowl - Bill Grumbine 
29 Mar 2010 - Maureen Simpson - Hollow Wood Turning - John Jordan 
19 Apr 2010 - Alan Hunt - Turning Wood with Richard Raffan 
19 Apr 2010 - John Fitspatrick - 1999 AAW National Symposium Techniques Vol II 
19 Apr 2010 - John Fitspatrick - Turning Outside the Box - Beth Ireland 
20 Sep 2010 - Russell Parrot - Turning Pens and Pencils - Kip Christensen & Rex Burningham 
18 Oct 2010 - Peter Nichol - Woodturning Projects: A Workshop Guide to Shapes - Mark Baker 
 
 
Issued at the last meeting: 
13 Dec 2010 - Calum Ewing - Elliptical Turning An Introduction ï David Springett 
13 Dec 2010 - Calum Ewing - Intermediate woodturning Projects - The Best from Woodturning 
13 Dec 2010 - Calum Ewing - Woodturning I with Bonnie Klein 
13 Dec 2010 - Dianne Looker - Bowl Turning - John Jordan  
13 Dec 2010 - Dianne Looker - Elegant Finials Third edition ï By Cindy Drozda 
13 Dec 2010 - Dianne Looker - Woodturning II with Bonnie Klein Bowls & Projects 
13 Dec 2010 - Dianne Looker - Focus On Starting out Woodturning with Robert Sorby 
13 Dec 2010 - Doug McGuire - Turning Boxes with Chris Stott 
13 Dec 2010 - Gary Landry - From The Tree To The Table ï Mike Mahoney. 
13 Dec 2010 - Gary Landry - Dennis White Teaches Woodturning - Vol 2: Turning Bowls. 
13 Dec 2010 - Ian Scott - Unique & Unusual Pens - Dick Sing  
13 Dec 2010 - Robert Atkinson - Finial Star ï By Cindy Drozda. 
13 Dec 2010 - Ted Monk - The Skew Chisel - The Dark Side -The Sweet Side with Alan Lacer. 
13 Dec 2010 - Ted Monk - The Son Of Skew with Alan Lacer 
13 Dec 2010 - Ted Monk - The Basic Box - Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
13 Dec 2010 - Ted Monk - The Capsule Box -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
13 Dec 2010 - Ted Monk - The Finial Box -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 

 

We are still in serious need of more Guild Committee members as there are still many 
vacancies. 

Presently we need a Fund Raiser Chair, a whole Social Committee and more members for 
the Membership and the Constitution and By-laws Committees. Unfortunately, the existing 
Executive and Committee members are stretched to the max and wearing multiple hats, and 
now stretched even further as Norm and Bill already had other roles within the Guild! Weôre 
looking for a couple of members not presently serving to come forward and take up the reins 
for this exciting and very important task.  

Interested? Please contact any member of the Executive. Remember, with more funds the 
more fun things we can do! 

 

Committee Members Still Needed! 
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òPlease return 
library items on time 
so that other 
members can share 
this great resourceó 



 
  

 

The Turning Of  Age Exhibition 
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Well, as everyone knows by now, the Turning of Age Exhibition held in November at the Anna Leonowens Gallery 
was a huge success! Not only we're we able to gain more exposure for our craft but we also raised over $2000.for 
the scholarship fund. 
  
With a 106 pieces on display from over 30 woodturners it was a 'show' indeed! Everyone was óblown awayô at the 
broad scope and the quality of turnings. There were pens, furniture, bowls, hollow forms, jewelry, clocks, sculpture 
and more!  
  
Here are some photos from the gallery and a few randomly selected pieces: 

 

  

  



  

The Turning Of  Age Exhibition 
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The Turning Of  Age Exhibition 
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The Exhibition was a project that began its planning in February of 2010. It opened on November 23rd and after a 
two week showing the Exhibition closed on December 4th.  
 
The Closing Reception was attended by over 40 people. Guild member Alan Hunt closed the Exhibition with a 
round of thanks to NSCAD and to those that helped with the show. As well, Dr. Alfoldy gave a brief overview of 
her impression of the Exhibition. 
  
Here are a few photos from the closing reception: 

 

 

  

  



  

The Turning Of  Age Exhibition 
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The comments from the woodturners, the NSCAD staff and the public were all favorable. You can read some of 
these comments here: 
  

  

Hats off to all those that participated and supported this fantastic event. Kudos! 



The December 2010 Meeting ð Segmented Turning 

 

Gordon had just returned from the 2nd Annual 
Segmenting Symposium at Arrowmont in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee a few weeks before where he spent a 
weekend with leading segmenting turners Malcolm 
Tibbetts, Bill Smith, Curt Theobald and others so it was 
very timely that he was scheduled to make this 
presentation. 
  
He first explained what segmented turning is by 
comparing it to traditional turning and then he showed 
us the difference between the 'closed' and 'open' styles 
of segmented turning. Both use the process of gluing 
multiple, small pieces of wood  together in a series of 
stacked 'rings' to create full size pieces with patterns 
and designs. Open segmented, as the name implies, 
utilizes spaces between the small pieces for added 
effect. Tonight`s presentation focused on Open 
Segmented Turning. 

 
Gordon then went into the tool requirements for this 
type of turning which, surprisingly, doesn`t require 
anything more than those usually found in a 
woodworking shop; standard turning tools, band saw or 
table saw, planer, glue, sandpaper, etc. However, 
there are a few jigs that will have to be made for cutting 
the small pieces accurately and gluing jigs to ensure 
proper placement of the pieces. You will also require 
indexing capability with your lathe. If your lathe doesn`t 
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The December Guild meeting left a lot to be desired - a lot more time, that is! There just never seems to be enough 
time to pack everything into two short hours, but pack it in we did! We had a Show and Tell, business updates, social 
and library time and a fantastic presentation on segmented woodturning!  
  
Guild member Gordon Marshall gave us an in-depth overview of what it takes to complete a segmented woodturning. 
If you ever had an interest in this style of woodturning, curious how it is done and wondering how to get started, this 
was the presentation to be at. Wow! What a presentation it was! 
 

 

have this feature you can always build your own indexing wheel. Gordon also suggests using a 7 1/4" blade on your 
table saw instead on the 10" blade to minimize the wind generated which can 'throw' your small pieces around your 
shop. 
  
From here Gordon explained how to plan a segmented turning. This is where you decide the size, shape and design 
of the piece. With the design your imagination can pretty much run wild! There are two options for doing so; by using 
graph paper, ruler and calculator or by using a computer program. He explained how to determine the size (the width, 
length and angle) for each piece of wood depending on the diameter of the particular ring. He then explained how to 
make a cutting jig to accurately cut the pieces to size. 
  
Once the pieces are cut and sanded it is time to assemble them. This requires another jig to place the pieces in their 
proper places which he explained how to make and to use. Gluing and holding each piece until it sets each ring starts 
to take shape. The inside is often turned as the rings are assembled and once all the rings are in place the outside is 
turned to shape. Gordon has found that wrapping the piece in stretch type packing tape helps to 'keep things 
together' when turning the inside of the completed vessel. Although there are no special turning skills required for 
turning segmented projects it obviously takes care, precision and patience.  
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The December 2010 Meeting ð Segmented Turning 

 
...continued 

Likewise, though the type of wood that you can use for segmented turning is virtually unlimited each small piece must 
be milled to the proper thickness and width. Exact measurements are critical to ensure that each piece fits together 
without cracks and with smooth seams. Grain alignment is also critical.  The grain must all run in same direction to 
reduce expansion and contraction issues. Gordon pointed out that these considerations all lead to a successful result 
and that each one builds upon the other. Taking the time on each step ensures a better final result. 
  
The finish used on these turnings can be the same as traditional turnings like an oil varnish mix (Minwax Antique Oil) 
or a spray finish that is fast drying. However, be aware how the finish you choose reacts with different the types of 
wood that you use. 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

  



  

 

The December 2010 Meeting ð Segmented Turning  

 
écontinued 
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Gordon used several mock ups and examples from his own segmented turnings as well as hand-outs in his 
presentation that really brought the concept to light, enabling us to see clearly what he was explaining. He freely 
shared his knowledge on the subject in a concise step-by-step manner, giving us a greater understanding of the 
process required. To further ensure our understanding Gordon closed his  presentation with a very active Q & A 
session. He definitely peaked a lot of interest! :) Thanks, Gordon, this was a fantastic presentation! 

 
The meeting began with a short business portion. Guild President Don Moore reminded us of the upcoming Annual 
Guild Competition in January. He reviewed the different categories and levels and how a portion of the entry fees 
will be donated to Feed Nova Scotia. He also made a request for members to volunteer to 'man' the booth at Lee 
Valley during the Competition as well as a request for volunteers to come forward for the Fund Raising Committee. 
He finished with a congratulations message to all those that participated in the success of the Turning of Age 
Exhibition. 
  
Guild Treasurer, Alan Hunt, followed with an overview of the Turning of Age Exhibition announcing that to date over 
$1700. had been raised through the purchase of the donated pieces! He also spoke on the scholarship that these 
monies will be used for and some insight into the criteria that we can set for the scholarship. 
  
Event Chairman, Robert Atkinson, was next with a report on the progress of the trophy workshops, which are 
coming along well. He also told us that 31 letters regarding the Competition had been sent out to our sponsors.  
  
The Show and Tell section featured four Guild members and their recent turnings. Stuart Taylor brought in a Cherry 
urn. Richard Ford brought in a Birch bowl and an Ash bowl. Dianne Looker brought in a couple of pens, letter 
openers, bottle stoppers as well as a couple of bowls that she did at a seminar with Marilyn Campbell that featured 
epoxy rings that incorporated gold dust and apple seeds. Glenn McCarron brought in a few Christmas ornaments 
that he said were inspired by the previous Guild meeting.  Gary Landry brought in an adjustable style bottle stopper 
and a coffee scoop with a coffee bean handle. 
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The December 2010 Meeting ð Segmented Turning  

 
écontinued 

 
 

  



  

The December 2010 Meeting ð Segmented Turning  
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écontinued 

 

 

 

 

 
 

And finally, the library was a beehive of activity with lots of members taking advantage of the all available books and 
videos. 
  
Yep, with all this and 30 members in attendance we really packed it in tonight! It was great time! 

 


