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What a terrific year our 
Guild is having as so 
many members have 
taken it upon themselves 
to become an active Guild 
member. Again, thanks to 
all of you who have had 
the chance to do so. 
  
I went over to PEI last 
month for two days, where 
I met with fellow 
woodturners there and 
had the opportunity to 
attend only their second 
official guild meeting. A 
number of these people 
had been meeting at 
various locations and 
decided to form a 
woodturners guild in 
Summerside. They now 
have thirty members and it 
was an honour to go there 
and do a demonstration 
for them. They had many 
questions for me about 
our guild here in Nova 
Scotia and in answering 
there questions I became 
so very aware as to 
exactly what we do have 
here with our Guild, and 

how far we have come, as 
well as grown. So many of 
their members said to me, 
ñHow lucky you areò, as I 
described the depth of our 
Guild and itsô members. 
They are now using the 
Community College facility 
there at Holland College 
and have access to three 
lathes. These lathes, 
unfortunately, need some 
tender loving care and 
fortunately I met with 
people there who have the 
expertise to do just that. 
So next year, Iôm sure that 
it is safe to assume, that 
we should be having much 
more of an influence from 
the fine turners of PEI as 

they participate in many of 
our events. 
  
I look forward to seeing all 
of the entries in this yearôs 
"Annual Fun Turnò.  
  
As always, if there is 
anything I can help any of 
you with, please feel free 
to ask me at the meeting 
or email me at 
moorewood1@gmail.com 
Keep your bevel rubbing. 
  
Don 
  
Tip of the Month, ñIf 
people tell you that you 
are crazy to try that, then 
youôre on the right trackò :) 
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The Secretaryõs Quill 

 
Ted Monk 

òA big thank-you 
goes out to all of you 
that submitted 
articles, tips and 
bits.!ó 

Wow! What another great Competition! It always amazes me every time that I see a 
collection of our works all together just how much talent and skill that there is in our Guild. 
Kudos, to all that participated! 
 
At a recent Executive meeting I was able to put forward a motion to create a Newsletter 
Committee. My intent is to separate the Secretaryôs duties from this task. While it was 
always clear to me that the Secretary was not responsible for the newsletter it is widely 
assumed that it is. This is likely due for a couple of reasons. First, because it is one of the 
responsibilities of the Secretary to keep a record of the meeting minutes this is often 
mistaken to mean to document, or encapsulate, our whole meeting. In fact, it means only to 
record any business portion of a meeting. Second, because no one else stepped forward to 
do a newsletter, I, like my predecessor, Chris Palmer, added it to the list of things we do. 
This, of course, blurred the line between duty and desire. 
 
In addition to just the purpose of separating the newsletter from the assumed role of the 
Secretary I believe that a committee, of more than one, can take an already good 
publication to become a great one. I also believe that the Secretary, though not required by 
óGuild lawô, should be a member of this team. 
   
Once the minutes of the Executive meeting are confirmed by all those that attended the 
meeting I will move forward with this, seeking other members to join me on this Committee. 
 
And speaking of the newsletter... what an issue we have for you this month! Weôve got great 
photos of the Competition from Chris Palmer in the report for last monthôs meeting, Pen Pals 
from Darrell Eisner, Snapshots from Glenn McCarron, a how-to from Richard Ford plus an 
article on he did on shop safety that went far beyond of what we expect from any of our 
reporters ;), a tool review by Doug McGuire, Committee Reports, Shavings and Meet Your 
Guild Member returns. 
 
A big thank-you goes out to all of you that submitted articles, tips and bits. Without your help 
there would be no newsletter. Thanks, again! 
 
And finally, I still have several nametags here that some members have not picked up yet. If 
you are one of them please see me at the upcoming meeting to pick yours up. 
 
See you all at the meeting ï be there or be square. J 
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We are always in need of more Guild Committee members to fill several roles and to help 
support the other Committee members. These positions are open to all members. Please 
help up us make the Guild even better than it is! 

Interested? Please contact any member of the Executive. Remember, itôs not what the Guild 
can do for you but what you can do for the Guild! J 

 

Committee Members Always Needed! 

 



  

The Annual Competition on the 5th of February was a huge success with over 40 pieces 
entered by 19 entrants. The presentations to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners in each 
of the three categories and the prizes to each of the Competition participants brought a 
grand conclusion to the Committee's second event for the year. Comments were positive 
by all of those involved including members of the public. Lee Valley was also pleased by 
both the interest generated by the display of fine woodturnings and the Guildôs 
participation throughout this period. 
  
However, following the Competition an issue with category classification arose that I 
must bring to your attention. Not long after I arrived home that day I received a phone 
call from a somewhat distressed Ted Monk. He was driving home from the Competition 
and thinking of making more of his trio of Southwestern bowls, which had won first place 
in Novice Faceplate, when all of a sudden a bad thought struck him and he had to pull 
over to the side of the road and take a closer look at them. Although he had turned them 
on a faceplate, the grain orientation looked like it should have been classified as a 
spindle piece. 
  
As the Executive and the Chairs of various committees were already scheduled to meet 
on the 21st of February, I asked him to bring the pieces to that meeting and the Events 
Committee would meet after the Executive meeting and make a decision on the pieces. 
Because these pieces were bowl-like and a lot of the grain obscured by pyrography it 
was easy to assume that they had been placed in the proper category, unfortunately 
they were not. After quite a discussion we reached the conclusion that because of the 
grain orientation it was indeed a spindle piece and it was subsequently disqualified from 
the Competition. Originally, Ted had won both first and second place in the Faceplate 
category with Peter Nicholl placing third. Now Tedôs second place win moves to first 
place with Peter Nicholl moving up to second place and Dianne Looker moving into third 
place. 
  
To me, the above speaks reams about the character of Ted, as the easy thing to do is to 
take your prizes and go home. However, he chose to do the right thing and bring it to our 
attention. Thank you, Ted. 
  
This year we encouraged people to vote for the Peopleôs Choice Award by offering a 
chance to win a turned piece. This year the winner was Rod MacNeil. After several 
attempts to contact him I was finally successful, only to find out he didnôt really want it. 
As the ballots were destroyed after we picked a winner, it was decided to give the piece 
back to Don Moore who had donated it. The lesson learned here is that next year we will 
pick a couple of names, recording them in the order drawn, to avoid this happening 
again. 
  
The only thing left on this year's Events Committee mandate is to provide the structure of 
the Events Committee for presentation and voting at the Annual General Meeting. 
  
I look forward to seeing all the pieces for the Fun Turn at this monthôs meeting. 
Remember, everyone who brings in a piece will get a chance to win either a $25.00 or 
$50.00 gift certificate for Lee Valley provided by the Guild. 
   
Robert Atkinson 
Events Committee Chairperson 

  
  

 

Events Committee Report 

 
Robert Atkinson 
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òThe Annual 
Competition was a 
huge success with over 
40 pieces entered by 19 
entrants!ó 



  

Library Report ð Books And Video 

 
Richard Ford 

Here is the list of books and videos due to be returned at the March meeting: 
 
29.Mar.2010 - Maureen Simpson - 1999 AAW Tacoma Washington - Instant Gallery and Critique 
29.Mar.2010 - Maureen Simpson - Beyond The Basic Bowl - Bill Grumbine 
29.Mar.2010 - Maureen Simpson - Hollow Wood Turning - John Jordan 
19.Apr.2010 - Alan Hunt - Turning Wood with Richard Raffan 
19.Apr.2010 - John Fitspatrick - 1999 AAW National Symposium Techniques Vol II 
19.Apr.2010 - John Fitspatrick - Turning Outside the Box - Beth Ireland 
20.Sep.2010 - Russell Parrot - Turning Pens and Pencils - Kip Christensen & Rex Burningham 
13.Dec.2010 - Calum Ewing - Elliptical Turning An Introduction ï David Springett 
13.Dec.2010 - Calum Ewing - Intermediate Woodturning Projects - Best of Woodturning 
13.Dec.2010 - Calum Ewing - Woodturning I with Bonnie Klein 
13.Dec.2010 - Robert Atkinson - Finial Star ï By Cindy Drozda 
17.Jan.2011 - Dianne Looker - Essential Tips for Woodturners 
17.Jan.2011 - Dianne Looker - Dennis White ï Vol 3: Boxes, Goblets and Screw Threads. 
17.Jan.2011 - Dianne Looker - Woodturning: A Foundation Course - Keith Rowley 
17.Jan.2011 - Dianne Looker - The Finial Box -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
17.Jan.2011 - Edmond Benoit - The Complete guide To Sharpening - Leonard Lee 
17.Jan.2011 - George Price - Dennis White Teaches Woodturning - Vol 1, Vol 2 and Vol 4 (3 DVDôs) 
17.Jan.2011 - Ian Scott - Woodturning: Two Books in One - Phil Irons 
17.Jan.2011 - Peter Nicholl - Turning Practical Items On A Wood Lathe - Dick Sing 
17.Jan.2011 - Peter Nicholl - Woodturning A Source Book Of Shapes ï John Hunnex 
17.Jan.2011 - Richard Ford - The Art of Turned Bowls - Richard Raffan 
17.Jan.2011 - Ron Hazlett ï The Basic Box and The Capsule Box (2 DVDôs) - Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
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Library Report ð Magazines And Tools 

 
Jim Diamond 

As you may have noticed, we now have a cabinet at Kent's where we can store things between meetings. This 
means that all of the (checked-in) magazines will be available, rather than the smaller selection of a few hundred 
which I brought every month. Each periodical has its own set of plastic boxes (except for a few odds and ends 
lumped in together), and these boxes are divided into periods of two or more years, depending on the number and 
thickness of magazines published. I hope this will make it easier for people to peruse the magazines during the 6:30 
- 7:00 portion of the meeting. 
  
The magazines are sorted in these boxes, with the oldest ones at the bottom. If you take one out to look at it but 
decide not to borrow it, don't be too worried about getting it into the right spot in the box, but please try to get it back 
into the box from whence it came. 
  
In the course of organizing the magazines I have discovered that there are a few wayward magazines which I can't 
find and which I don't have recorded as borrowed. I would appreciate the efforts of each member in looking around 
their house (or shop) for the following magazines. As usual, if a magazine went home with you without getting 
checked out, we are happy to get it back with no questions asked. Thanks for your assistance. 
 
Woodturning June 2007 (# 175) 
Journal of the American Association of Woodturners December 1996 (Vol 11, #4)  
Woodturning Design Summer 2007 (#14) 
   
This month's overdue tools and magazines: 
R Atkinson: Sorby thread gauge and thread chasers G Marshall: WT Feb 09 
I Scott: WT May 02, July 02, April 02, Oct 01: Oct 10 
R Parrot: WT Oct 2002, June 2006: Nov 2010 
P Nicholl: WT Design Fall 2007, Winter 2007, Winter 2009 

 



  

Membership Committee Report 

The Membership Committee fortunately continues to meets daily with itself! 
              
A big ñThank Youò to all who were kind enough to be on hand to staff the table at the recent 
Lee Valley display of Guild members turnings. They are Don Shubaly, Gary Landry, Dan 
Graham, Doug McGuire, Gordon Murray, Phil Carter, Robert Atkinson, Rob Thompson, Ted 
Monk, Ian Scott, Calum Ewing, Glenn McCarron, Gordon Marshall, Dianne Looker, Dale 
Rayner, Don Campbell, Gil Pacheco, Norm Jolivet and Dave Duggan. 
  
Although it was quiet on my evening shift I was still able to meet friends as well as fellow 
turners who were persuaded not only to cast a ballot for ñPeople's Choice Awardò but also 
to accept the Guild's card and membership information.  I hope it bears fruit, although like 
many of us, the fact that we are not able, at present to have the use of a workshop, and 
hence demonstrations, may deter some from joining the Guild. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Andrew Watson 
 
                                                                                                                         

 

Andrew Watson 
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òA big Thank You 
to all who staffed the 
table at Lee Valley!ó 

Editorôs note: Although Andrew mentions that it was quiet on his shift for staffing the table 
at Lee Valley it probably wasn't as quiet as the day it was for this poor fellow: J 

 

 



  

The Turning Point Page 6 

The Importance Of  Supporting Our Sponsors 

 
Ted Monk 

After a successful Competition which yielded hundreds of dollars worth in prizes for the participants I believe that 
this is a great time to speak on the importance of supporting our sponsors, and to make them aware that we are 
indeed supporting them in return. 
  
The great prizes that we received this year and in past years are given to us in good faith. Yes, these prizes are 
used as promotion, as an advertisement and branding for their company, but they are still given in good faith, that 
we will reciprocate by frequenting and buying from their establishment. The bottom line is, as always, the bottom 
line - advertising and promotion costs the company money. They must see a return on their expenses or like you 
and I when we don't receive value for our hard earned dollars they will just stop paying it or go elsewhere where 
they do receive value. We don't want this to happen. 
  
Advertising is a large expense for any company, and a strange one too. Strange, because advertising is an 
intangible in respect to calculating results, or at the very least it is almost impossible to place a value on it. It's very 
hard for a store owner to know why every person enters their store. Was it last week's ad, word of mouth, did they 
just see their sign and dropped by? This is why you'll see them try tactics such as including '/TV' at the end of a Url 
on a television ad, or asking you to call and ask for 'Betty', or send your request to 'Dept. B'. Why they want to know 
is so that they can spend their ad dollars in areas to give them maximum yield.  
  
It a fine line, between the black and the red. Spending too much on bad advertising will kill your business and so will 
not spending enough on good advertising. This is why it is so important for a company to know what gives them the 
best results. When a company can place actual value on good advertising they will obviously spend more in that 
area.  
  
This is why it is so important for us to not only support our sponsors by purchasing from them but we also have to 
let them know who we are so that they'll know where to spend their next ad dollar.   
  
So, the next time you're out shopping at one of our sponsors let the sales people, the floor staff and the cashiers 
know why you're there. It will get back to the manager, back to the owners, back to the purse strings. For example, 
the next time you're at Kent it could be as simple as saying something like, ñI was in for the Nova Woodturners 
meeting the other night and I saw a widget but I canôt remember where it was, can you help me?ô  or better yet, 
making our purchases at the night of a meeting and tell them, ñYep, Iôm in here for the Nova Woodturners' Guild 
meeting and thought that Iôd pick up a ...ò or if it's an online only sponsor let them know in their comment box on the 
sales form or how about the next time you're at one of our sponsors you simply mention that you saw their name on 
our list of sponsors here in this article or on our website.  
  
The list of this yearôs prize sponsors includes Lee Valley, Busy Bee Tools, Fundy Grinding, Halifax Specialty 
Hardwoods, Strait Supplies, Acme Sign & Graphics Co., Mill Supply, Newsbreak Cafe & News Stand, SIA, Atlantic 
Air Cooled Engines, Fox Chapel Publishing, Woodmaster Tools, Canadian Woodworking Magazine, R&D Bandsaw 
and Robert Sorby Tools. (Youôll find our sponsorôs location, contact info and website Url on our website.) 

 
Please do your best to let our sponsors know that we support them! It's a symbiotic relationship, folks, and this is 
how we both benefit. 
  
Oh, and don't forget, we're not the only one asking for prize donations. Everyone from sports teams to Moms For 
Marbles want freebies. We must stand above the crowd. We must make sure that they know who we are. Yep, we 
must. 
 
 
 

 



The February 2011 Meeting ð Our Annual Competition 
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From here it was on to what were we are all anticipating - the Awards Ceremony. Starting with the Novice category 
and working up to the Open category and finally to the People's Choice Award each winner was announced and 
received their Award. First Place winners each received a trophy and a certificate that was presented to them by the 
Guild member, if in attendance, that had turned the top part of the trophy. The Second and Third Place winners each 
received a beautiful certificate suitable for framing presented by Events Committee Chairman, Robert Atkinson. 
  
Here are the winners of the Nova Woodturners' Guild 2011 Annual Competition: 
 

Novice Category: 
 
1st Place Pen: Peter Nicholl             1st Place Spindle: Ted Monk          1st Place Faceplate: Ted Monk 
2nd Place Pen: Andrew Furlong           2nd Place Spindle: Peter Nicholl          2nd Place Faceplate: Peter Nicholl 
3rd Place Pen: Dianne Looker             3rd Place Spindle: Dianne Looker          3rd Place Faceplate: Dianne Looker 
 
Intermediate Category: 
 
1st Place Pen: Ian Scott             1st Place Spindle: Edgil Tanner           1st Place Faceplate: Alan Hunt 
2nd Place Pen: nil                         2nd Place Spindle: Norm Jolivet           2nd Place Faceplate: Edgil Tanner 
3rd Place Pen: nil                              3rd Place Spindle: Norm Jolivet           3rd Place Faceplate: Ian Scott 
 

Open Category: 
 
1st Place Pen: Darrell Eisner             1st Place Spindle: Stuart Taylor          1st Place Faceplate: Gordon Marshall 
2nd Place Pen: Darrell Eisner                 2nd Place Spindle: Richard Ford          2nd Place Faceplate: Doug McGuire 
3rd Place Pen: nil                              3rd Place Spindle: nil                         3rd Place Faceplate: Gordon Marshall 

 

 
Peopleôs Choice Award: Gordon Marshall 

 The February meeting of the Nova Woodturners' Guild was held 
at Lee Valley and featured our Annual Competition. As in the 
past, this was an exciting event with the award presentation 
being the highlight of the day. 
 
 The meeting began with Guild President Don Moore welcoming 
everyone and thanking those involved with organizing and 
participating in the Competition. He spoke on the benefits of 
participation in the Competition, how it's an opportunity to get 
professional critique. He then introduced both Lee Valley 
Assistant Manager and Lee Valley Events Coordinator who 
individually thanked the NWG and spoke on the success of the 
Competition from their viewpoint. 
  
NWG Events Committee Chairman, Robert Atkinson, addressed 
an issue that had been brought up to one of the members during 
staffing of the table, which was the concern that some of the 
pieces were larger than the maximum 12"X12"X12" size. He 
assured everyone that every piece that was near that size was 
fitted into the Official Sizing Box. He mentioned that there were a 
couple that were very close but fit in nonetheless. 
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The February 2011 Meeting ð Our Annual Competition 

 
...continued 

 

 
Peter Nicholl ï 1

st
 Place Novice Pen 

Presented by Don Moore 

 
Andrew Furlong ï 2

nd
 Place Novice Pen 

Presented by Don Moore 

 

 
Dianne Looker ï 3

rd
 Place Novice Pen 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 

 
Ted Monk ï 1

st
 Place Novice Spindle 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 

 
Peter Nicholl ï 2

nd
 Place Novice Spindle 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 

 
Dianne Looker ï 3

rd
 Place Novice Spindle 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 



  

 

The February 2011 Meeting ð Our Annual Competition  

 
écontinued 
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Ted Monk ï 1

st
 Place Novice Faceplate 

Presented by Gordon Marshall 

 
Peter Nicholl ï 2

nd
 Place Novice Faceplate 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 

 
Dianne Looker ï 3

rd
 Place Novice Faceplate 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 

 
Ian Scott ï 1

st
 Place Intermediate Pen 

Presented by Don Moore 

 
Edgil Tanner ï 1

st
 Place Intermediate Spindle 

Presented by Richard Ford 

 
Norm Jolivet ï 2

nd
 Place Intermediate Spindle 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 
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The February 2011 Meeting ð Our Annual Competition  

 

écontinued 

 
Norm Jolivet ï 3

rd
 Place Intermediate Spindle 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 

 

 
Alan Hunt ï 1

st
 Place Intermediate Faceplate 

Presented by Doug McGuire 

 
Edgil Tanner ï 2

nd
 Place Intermediate Faceplate 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 

 
Ian Scott ï 3

rd
 Place Intermediate Faceplate 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 

 
Darrell Eisner ï 1

st
 Place Open Pen 

Presented by Don Moore 

 
Darrell Eisner ï 2

nd
 Place Open Pen 

Presented by Robert Atkinson 


