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A short time ago I 
informed the members of 
the Executive that I would 
not be re-offering for the 
Presidentôs position for the 
upcoming 2011-2012 
seasons. Once again, I 
thank all of you who 
assisted me when I was 
unable to fulfill certain 
tasks. 
  
To our newer members, 
as well as members in 
general, may I suggest to 
you that you formulate 
some questions for both of 
this monthôs presenters. 
Dianne Looker and Stuart 
Taylor are a fountain of 
knowledge, information 
and experience. This is 
your opportunity to gain 
from their insights. Bring a 
pen (Darrell will be glad to 
sell you one if needed J) 

and paper so you can jot 
down a question or two to 
ask them at the end of 
their respective 
presentations.  
  
There is no such thing as a 
ñstupidò question, although 
I personally have severely 
tested this theory from 
time to time. You can be 

sure that once you ask 
your ñstupidò question 
there will be five or six 
people silently thanking 
you for having the 
courage to ask on their 
behalf. If youôre not part of 
the solution, then you are 
part of the problem. 
  
Keep your bevel rubbing, 
Don 

 

From The Presidentõs Workshop I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

The next meeting of the Nova Woodturnersô Guild is 

April 18th at Kent Dartmouth at 6:30pm 

The topics for this meeting are: 

Stuart Taylor: Introduction to Hollowing  

Dianne Looker: Inspiration for Design 

Go to page 15 for more info on the meeting topic! 
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The Secretaryõs Quill 

 
Ted Monk 

òAs always, a big 
thank-you goes out to 
all of you that 
submitted articles, 
tips and bits.!ó 

Just a couple of things this month from the Secretaryôs Quillé 
 
Iôve got nametags here for several members that had not received them yet and for those 
that asked for replacements; Matthew Pilfold, Dave Lewis, Ted Tupper, Jim Lockhart, 
Andrew Watson, Ida Berry, Dianne Looker, Bill Fisher and Robert Thompson. Please see 
me at the next meeting to pick yours up. 
 
A welcome email on behalf of the Guild has been sent to the PEI Woodturnersô Guild, who 
recently created a new association. We wished them all the best in this venture and offered 
any help that we can give. 
 
On a personal note, it was sad to hear of Don Mooreôs decision to step down from the 
Presidency for next year. I know that because of his strong commitment to the Guild that 
this would have been a very hard decision for him to make. Even though we still have 
several months in this season I would like to extend my thanks to Don for leading us through 
a great year. 
 
See you all at the next meeting ï be there or be square. J 
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Newsletter Update 

 
Ted Monk 

We have another great issue of the Turning Point for you again this month, folks! 
 
Thereôs Executive reports, the minutes from the last Executive meeting, an update on the 
NSCAD scholarship, a rant on volunteering, lots of great photos from last monthôs meeting 
by Chris Palmer, a reprint of a handout from Don Moore called, ñFrom The Forest To Your 
Wood Lathe, a photography article on depth of field from Glenn McCarron, more great pen 
making tips from Darrell Eisner, a sneak peak at an article from Dr. Susan Alfody on the 
Turning of Age Exhibition that is being published in the Spring/Summer edition of Studio 
magazine plus woodturning tidbits in the Shavings section. Wow! Like I said, itôs another 
great issue. J 
 
Last month I mentioned that a new Newsletter Committee was struck and the minutes of that 
particular Executive meeting were just waiting for approval, well they were approved.  
 
So what does this mean? What will change? Well, the biggest change is that the newsletter 
is no longer a duty of the Secretaryôs position. This, we hope, will make it easier for members 
to take over either of these positions in the future since they are now separate entities.   
 
We also hope that this split will encourage others to join the newsletter team. J 
 
In addition to reporters and writers we need someone that is familiar with Microsoft Word 
with an interest in putting the newsletter together, or at least an interest in learning how to do 
this. One of the biggest problems with one person committees is that there is always the 
possibility that something will come up that wonôt allow them to focus on the chore at hand. 
 
If you have an interest in this please let me know. 
 
Again, see you all at the next meeting. J 
 



  

During our Guild meeting on the 21st of March the Events Committee officially made the corrections to the Lee Valley 
Competition in the Novice Faceplate category. Ted Monk remains the 1st place winner with what was previously the 
2nd place piece, Peter Nicholl was presented with the certificate for 2nd place and Dianne Looker was presented with 
the certificate for 3rd place. Andrew Furlong was presented with the certificate for 2nd place in Novice Pens and his 
participation prize, as he was unable to attend the Competition Awards at Lee Valley. 
 
On Thursday the 24th of March, Don Moore, Ted Monk, Alan Hunt and myself met with John Mabley, Vice President 
of NSCAD University Relations, and discussed the relationship between the Guild and NSCAD with the possibility of 
more exhibitions or other events in the future. This Fall we want to set up a date where we could tour their 
woodworking, jewelry and pottery workshops and Alan will coordinate that with NSCAD. This will provide an 
exchange of information and techniques that would be beneficial to both groups.  
 
We also took this opportunity to take care of a bit of business so before we left Don presented John with a cheque for 
$2000.00 to establish a scholarship fund. This money was raised from the sale of the pieces and money that was 
donated by participants in the Turning of Age Exhibition that the Guild hosted in conjunction with NSCAD in 
November/December of 2010. This will provide students with a $500.00 scholarship each year over the next four 
years.  
 
Here is a photo of Guild President Don Moore presenting the cheque to John Mabely: 
 
 
 
 

  

  
  
  
  

 

Events Committee Report 

 
Robert Atkinson 

The Turning Point Page 3 

 



  

 

The Turning Point Page 4 

Events Committee Report 

 
...continued 

The criterion for the scholarship is as follows: 
 
 
 

Finally, it was great to see the number of different pieces that were brought in for the Annual Fun Turn, as one of 
the main themes is to increase Guild participation. Next year we will look at using dried lumber as not many of us 
took Stuartôs advice seriously concerning green wood when it was handed out. 
 
Robert Atkinson 
Events Committee Chairman 

Name: Nova Woodturnersô Guild Scholarship 
  
Amount of Award: $500 annually.  
Scholarship to be awarded for 4 years. If a suitable project is not submitted (one that significantly 
incorporates wood), then the scholarship will not be awarded that year. 
  
Selection:  NSCAD Scholarship Committee. 
  
Selection Criteria: 
  
Any student entering either 3rd or 4th year classes, who plans to significantly incorporate wood in their 
studies/project and who is enrolled in one of the following: Studio 1,2,3, or 4 or Studio Project 1,2,3, or 4. 
  
A typewritten proposal is required giving a project/study overview.  
  
Consideration will be given to projects/studies where wood is turned, as a part of art and craft creation. 
The proposal will describe the project as it relates to the use of natural wood and all expectations 
including: how the proposed artwork/project will help raise awareness of the use of wood as a significant 
art/craft material. 
  
Applicants must commit to providing a brief end-of-project report (pictures to be included) to the Nova 
Woodturnersô Guild, for their information. 
  
Applicants should provide an appropriate synopsis of their proposal including question(s), approaches, 
methods, materials and media, tools and equipment. 
  
Minimum GPA:     B 
  
Students with a demonstrated financial need will be given precedence. 

 

I personally found that this was rather a momentous occasion, not only because of the presentation or 
for the amount donated but for what it means to the Guild. It works well within the terms of our mandate 
and strengthens our common bond with the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. It also says a lot for 
the Guild members that supported this great cause. Kudos to all for a job well done! ï Ted Monk 



  

Library Report ð Books And Video 

 
Richard Ford 

 
Here is the list of books and videos due to be returned at the April meeting: 
 
      DATE                  NAME                           DESCRIPTION 
19. Apr. 2010    Alan Hunt  Turning Wood with Richard Raffan 
21. Mar. 2011         Bill Fisher          Segmented Turning (2 DVD Set) - Curt Theobald 
13. Dec. 2010         Calum Ewing      Elliptical Turning An Introduction ï David Springett  
13. Dec. 2010         Calum Ewing     Intermediate woodturning Projects - The Best from Woodturning 
13. Dec. 2010         Calum Ewing      Woodturning I with Bonnie Klein  
21. Mar. 2011         Dianne Looker   Dennis White ï Vol 3: Boxes, Goblets and Screw Threads. 
21. Mar. 2011         Dianne Looker   Woodturning: A Foundation Course - Keith Rowley 
21. Mar. 2011         Dianne Looker   The Finial Box -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
21. Mar. 2011         Dianne Looker   Woodturning: Two Books in One - Phil Irons  
21. Mar. 2011         Gary Landry       Decorative Techniques for Woodturners - Hilary Bowen 
21. Mar. 2011         Gary Landry      Unique & Unusual Pens - Dick Sing  
21. Mar. 2011         Gary Landry       Hollow Forms and Urns ï A Workshop by Mike Mahoney 
21. Mar. 2011         George Price     Dennis White  ï Vol 6: - Twists and Advanced Turning. 
21. Mar. 2011         George Price         Turning Boxes with Chris Stott. 
21. Mar. 2011         Glenn McCarron         Turn It On Vol 1-- Jimmy Clewes. 
21. Mar. 2011         Glenn McCarron         Turn It On Vol 2-- Jimmy Clewes. 
21. Mar. 2011         Glenn McCarron         Turn It On Vol 3-- Jimmy Clewes 
17. Jan. 2011         Ian Scott          Woodturning: Two Books in One - Phil Irons  
19. Apr. 2010         John Fitzpatrick         1999 AAW National Symposium Techniques Vol II. 
19. Apr. 2010         John Fitzpatrick         Turning Outside the Box - Beth Ireland. 
29. Mar. 2010         Maureen Simpson          1999 AAW  ï Tacoma Washington - Instant Gallery and Critique. 
29. Mar. 2010         Maureen Simpson          Beyond The Basic Bowl - Bill Grumbine. 
29. Mar. 2010         Maureen Simpson          Hollow Wood Turning - John Jordan. 
17. Jan. 2011         Peter Nicholl         Useful Beauty Turning Practical Items On A Wood Lathe - Dick Sing 
17. Jan. 2011         Peter Nicholl         Woodturning A Source Book Of Shapes ï John Hunnex 
 

Library Report ð Magazines And Tools 

 
Jim Diamond 

Overdue tools and magazines: 
  
R Atkinson: Sorby thread gauge and thread chasers 
R Ford: WT Nov 06, Dec 06, July 09: Jan 2011 
P Nicholl: WT Design Fall 2007, Winter 2007, Winter 2009: Nov 2010 D Richards: WT Sept 09, April 2009, March 
2010: Jan 2011 
I Scott: WT May 02, July 02, April 02, Oct 01: Oct 10 
  
In the spirit of the season (i.e., the reruns are already starting on TV) I have a re-run of my own... As mentioned last 
month, in the course of organizing the magazines I have discovered that there are a few wayward magazines which I 
can't find and which I don't have recorded as borrowed. I would appreciate the efforts of each and every member in 
looking around their house (or shop) for the following magazines. As usual, if a magazine went home with you 
without getting checked out, we are happy to get it back with no questions asked. 
 
Here are the magazines I can't find: Woodturning June 2007 (# 175) Journal of the American Association of 
Woodturners December 1996 (Vol 11, #4) Woodturning Design Summer 2007 (#14) 
  
Thanks for your assistance. 
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Executive Meeting Report ð February 21, 2011 

 

Nova Woodturnersô Guild Executive & Committee Chairperson Meeting 
February 21

st
, 2011 

 
 

Location: Kent Building Supplies, MicMac Mall 
Attendees: Dan Graham, Robert Atkinson, Doug McGuire, Ted Monk, Jim Diamond, Bill Luther 
Absent: Don Moore, Andrew Watson, Gordon Marshall, Dianne Looker, Ian Scott, Richard Ford 
 
The meeting was brought to order by Dan Graham at 6:40pm 
 

NASCAD  Scholarship  Fund  Draft  Letter  

Dan Graham reviewed the draft copy of the letter drawn up by Alan Hunt regarding the Nova Woodturnersô Guild 

Scholarship fund for the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. It was unanimously approved.  

 

Alan Hunt will finalize the letter with some minor grammatical and typo corrections. It will be printed and then Guild 

President Don Moore will sign it. The date and time of the presentation to NSCAD is yet to be determined. 

 

Meeting Start Times 

It was unanimously approved that the meeting start time will remain as in the past with a 6:30 start for library and 

social time and the óofficialô meeting start at 7:00pm. It will be the responsibility of the meeting chairperson to adhere 

to this rule. 

 

Website óMembers Onlyô Section 

It was unanimously approved that a ómembers onlyô area is required for the Guild website with a unique login for 

each individual Guild member. It was also determined that a cleanup of non-members from the website forums is 

required, as well as the correction and requirement of memberôs full names to be used as their forum identity. This 

is to be completed by the Website Committee. 

 

Membership Contact Information 

It was unanimously approved that a memberôs contact list that includes the memberôs name, email address and 

phone number be made available to all members. This will be distributed via email only. 

 
Utilization of Funds Received from Monthly Meeting Draws  

It was unanimously approved that the funds from monthly meeting draws will be deposited in General Funds. 

 
Utilization of Funds Received from Competition Fees 

It was unanimously approved that there will be no changes to the use of funds received from Competition fees. 

They will remain as per the Competition rules. 

 

Executive Committee Members Job Descriptions  

Dan Graham reviewed the Executive Committee Member job descriptions and he will correlate them. 

 
Committee Chairs Job Description  

Not all of the Committee Chairs job descriptions have been received yet. Once they have been received they will be 

reviewed and correlated by Dan Graham. 

 



  

Executive Meeting Report ð February 21, 2011 

 
écontinued 
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Listing Of and Confirmation Of Existing Committees   

 

The existing Committees and Chairs are as follows: 

 

a. Events ï Robert Atkinson 

b. Membership ï Andrew Watson 

c. By Laws ï Dianne Looker 

d. Website ï Ian Scott 

e. Library  - Magazines: Jim Diamond 

Books/Videos - Richard Ford 

f. Insurance ï Alan Hunt 

 

Two new Committees were struck: 

g. Nominations ï Doug McGuire  

         Gordon Marshall 

h. Newsletter ï Ted Monk 

 

A review was made for the need of a Social Committee and it was determined that because of the lack of interest 

shown by the Guild members to the repeated requests through the newsletter and at meetings that this would not 

be pursued further. Ad hoc events are to be considered, such as Christmas parties and summer barbeques. 

 

A review of the Members At Large showed that each of them is presently on one or more Committee. 

 

Miscellaneous 

Jim Diamond moved that a more descriptive sign of ownership be placed on the Guild file cabinet. It was 

unanimously approved. Bill Luther will get a decal made with óNova Woodturnersô Guildô printed on it. 

Robert Atkinson, on behalf of Don Moore, moved that gift certificates, one each in the amounts of $50. and $25. be 

purchased from Lee Valley as prizes for the Annual Fun Turn. Winners will be determined through a random draw 

of participants. Robert Atkinson will take care of getting the gift certificates.  

Bill Luther brought forward concern that he was hearing from various members in regards to the perceived high cost 

of dues. He also confirmed that the misunderstanding that Kent had in believing that the Nova Woodturnersô Guild 

and the Atlantic Woodworkers Association were one and the same was cleared up and that he is in their records as 

the contact person. He also thanked the Guild member participation at Busy Bee Tools during their recent special 

promotion weekend. 

Dan Graham brought forward a suggestion that the design that is printed on the Nova Woodturnersô Guild business 

cards can be used by Guild members on the back of their own business cards to promote the Guild. 

The meeting ended at 8:00pm 
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Why Volunteer For Guild Duties? 

 
Ted Monk 

Several things have happened over the past few weeks that demand us to once again look at the importance of 
volunteering for Guild duties. First, at the last Executive Meeting it was determined that because of the lack of 
interest in the formation of a Social Committee that we would no longer 'flog a dead horse' and drop this issue (This 
was a very hard decision to make). Then there was the creation of the new Newsletter Committee which will require 
support.  And more recently we were given notice by Don Moore that he would be stepping down from his position as 
Guild President and Alan Hunt let us know that he would also be leaving Treasurer after this term. This will leave two 
spots empty on the Executive. And throughout this year there were, and still are, several Committees with only one 
member. 
  
And this doesn't just pertain to the Executive. There are so many things that could be done that does not require one 
to be on the Executive or a committee. For example, how about setting up and taking down the room on meeting 
night, organizing outings or shop visits, doing meeting presentations, donating items for the draws, greeting new 
members, offering to help a member that's having a problem, staffing booths at competitions, exhibitions and 
woodshows, submitting articles to the newsletter, seeking out company discounts, seeking out prize donations, fund 
raising, organizing meetings and events, finding new members - and this is just the tip of the iceburg! 
  
So now that we know that there are all kinds of things that we can do why should we?  Well, besides the obvious 
benefits to the Guild and its members here are 20 more reasons why you should volunteer for Guild duties: 
  
 
1. Simply to help 
2. Give something back 
3. Try something new 
4. Feeling satisfaction at getting things done 
5. Share your knowledge 
6. A chance to try out something new 
7. Gain new skills or develop existing ones 
8. Use your skills in a productive way 
9. Make a positive difference 
10. Feel involved 
11. Increase your confidence 
12. Challenge yourself 
13. Keep active 
14. Inspire others 
15. More feeling of community 
16. Have something new to talk about 
17. Make good use of your spare time 
19. Because you can! 
20. ITôS FUN!!    
  
 
The Guild survives because of those that volunteer. It depends on the support efforts of the membership. There is no 
paid staff here, no secret benefits. Members volunteer because they believe in the cause. Think of it as barn raising 
of old where everyone chips in to help. As John Heywood said, "Many hands make light work". 
 
With more we can be more. Please become a bigger part of it. :) 

 

There is no "I" in Team but there is a "u" in volunteer! 



  

 

The March 2011 Meeting ð Our Annual Fun Turn 
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The March meeting of the Nova Woodturnersô Guild featured a Show & Tell beyond compare! First, there was the 
Annual Fun Turn Show & Tell, then there was the winning Competition pieces Show & Tell and then, if that wasnôt 
enough, there was the general Show & Tell. It was a wealth of wonderful work, a plethora of perfect pieces, aé well, 
you get the picture. If you donôt, have a look at these ones: 

 

 

 



  

The Turning Point Page 10 

The March 2011 Meeting ð Our Annual Fun Turn 

 
...continued 

 

 
Richard Ford 

 
Robert Atkinson 

 
Gordon Marshall 

 
Dale Rayner 

 
Dianne Looker 

 
Stuart Taylor 
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The March 2011 Meeting ð Our Annual Fun Turn 

 
...continued 

 

 
Doug McGuire 

 
Don Shubaly 

 
George Price 

 
Andrew Furlong 

 
Mark Colgan 

 
Jim Diamond (on right) 
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The March 2011 Meeting ð Our Annual Fun Turn 

 
...continued 

 

 
Norm Jolivet 

 
Glenn McCarron 

 
Ted Monk 

 
Dan Graham 

 
Alan Hunt  

Don Moore 


