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October was a sad month for our Guild. As most of you know, Maureen Simpson died 
this month after a long battle with cancer. Many Guild members were able to attend her 
funeral on Oct. 14 in Rose Bay; it was quite a celebration of her life and her love of life. 
I am sure all members will join me in extending our sympathy and condolences to Don 
Moore, her partner and our Guild President. 

 The Executive is dealing with a lot of issues to improve the Guild and we held a 
meeting on Oct 17 to deal with some of these issues. During that meeting we approved 
George Price as part of the Membership Committee (George gracious volunteered ï I 
hope others will follow his example as Committee positions become available). Thank 
you so much, George! Gary Landry, one of our Members at Large on the Executive, 
also agreed to serve on that Committee. 
  
We approved the following terms of reference for the Membership Committee: 
  

1. To encourage membership in the Guild  
2. To recruit new members  
3. To introduce new members to the Guildôs procedures  
4. To meet and greet guests and potential members  
5. To take care of the nametags.  

  
The Executive also agreed to provide some limited funding for the Raffle Coordinator 
so that items could be purchased to supplement the many wonderful donated items. 
So, we have that variety to look forward to.  
  
After raising the issue with the membership at the October meeting, and obtaining 
agreement to bring in Michael Hosaluk for a demonstration just for the Guild, the 
Executive agreed to cover any shortfall for this event. This means we want to make 
sure there is no shortfall, folks! Mark Feb 5, 2012 on your calendars and plan to be 
there! Further details will be forthcoming from the Events Committee. 
  
I wonôt comment on how exciting our October meeting was since the level of 
excitement would mostly have fallen to me, as presenter. I hope members enjoyed 
learning a bit about the Band Saw and Epoxy Technique.  
 
Now that the leaves are turning and falling, with the temperature falling as well and the 
wind whistling wildly outside my window as I write this, more of us are finding time to 
move our energies indoors and be in our shops. I, for one, am glad that the various 
ailments (a nasty cold and sore shoulder) which kept me out of the shop for much of 
October have passed. Iôve been back turning, having a grand time, despite the fact 
that I never cease to be amazed at my lack of skill. I recently donated some bowls and 
a letter opener to a fund raiser ï it hasnôt happened yet so it remains to be seen how 
much others are willing to pay for a Looker original. But I am having fun, which is, of 
course, the point. I hope you are getting out to your shops and having fun too. 
  
I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting where we will have a demonstration 
from the very skilled Stuart Taylor. See you there! 
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The Secretaryõs Quill 

 
Ted Monk 

òWe have a 
Christmas Social 
Event planned for 
the December 
meeting!ó  

Wow! Get a load of this weather! Itôs almost the middle of November and it is still 16 
degrees outside. Weôll have to remember this when we think of the all the rain we got earlier 
this year... or the rain weôre supposed to get this weekend. J 
 
It may be hard to think about right now because of this nice weather but I want to bring to 
your attention the change of venue for the December meeting. Instead of being held at Kent 
we are going to have our December meeting at Halifax Hardwood Specialtiesô new location. 
Iôm referring to the December meeting, NOT this monthôs meeting. J  
 
I also want to give you a heads up what is planned for that meeting. It is scheduled to be a 
Christmas Social and since this is the first time that we have attempted such a thing itôs 
probably a good idea to clarify this. What we have planned is, well, a social event. We had 
such a great time at the BBQ during the summer that we would like to do the same during 
the Christmas season. Once again weôre asking that members bring some eats. This time 
instead of burgers and salads we suggest you bring finger foods like sandwiches and 
desserts like cookies and squares. Coffee and tea will be supplied. 
 
In addition to getting the chance to spend some ófreeô time together weôll also get a tour of 
HHS new store and warehouse, score some great discounts on wood and participate in 
some great gift draws. Weôll also have the Shape Challenge III Show & Tell. 
 
The Executive is meeting in the very near future regarding this meeting and weôll have more 
information forthcoming throughout the next month. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how we can take this social event over the top please let me 
know. 
 
Gee, it would be really nice to get a visit from Santa... anyone? J 
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The Editorõs Desk 

 
Ted Monk 

Hey folks, we have a great issue for you this month. You really came through with your 
submissions. Thank you so much! 
 
Weôve got Committee reports and updates, a Know Your Member instalment, Darrell 
Eisnerôs Pen Pals, an article on the Anchorseal canning party, My First Bowl by Lowell 
Jenkins, Shavings and lots, lots more! 
 
Weôre still looking for how-to articles. We believe that in addition to recording our meetings 
and accomplishments the Turning Point should also be a valuable resource. We have all 
different levels of skills in the Guild and sharing what we know can be a great asset in 
learning. This can be as simple as passing on a tip to a full article with photos on turning a 
particular project. Please keep this in mind the next time that youôre in the shop and make a 
commitment on submitting a óhow-toô this month. 
 
Speaking of submissions, because the December meeting is a week early on December 12

th
 

newsletter submissions are due by November 27
th
. I know, not a lot of time but please try 

your hardest to get your articles done and in on time. It really makes a difference to the 
quality of this publication when everyone works at making it an informative guide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Financial Report 

 
Dan Graham 

Membership Committee Report 
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We would like to formally welcome George Price and Gary Landry to the Membership 
Committee!  
 
Both of these members have stepped forward to fill the void left when Andrew Watson 
had to vacate this Committee due to work commitments. 
 
The Membership Committee is an important part of the Guild, providing a focused 
approach to Guild growth.  
 
Some of the Membership Committeeôs duties include promoting membership in the 
Guild, recruiting new members, introducing new members to the Guildôs procedures and 
to meet and greet guests and potential members. 
 
While these duties are things that ALL members should be actively participating in the 
Membership Committee leads the way, ensuring that these principles are maintained. 
 
Please help us welcome George and Gary in their new position and offer them our 
support! 
 
 
 
 

òWe now have 32 
members paid up to 
date! 
 
If you havenõt paid 
your 2012 dues yet 
please do! 

Monthly Financial Statement: October 31 2011  
  
Income for October :  
Membership dues: $ 280.00  
Raffle monies: $ 35.00  
Donation received from Dr. Sandra Alfody for NSCAD Scholarship:  $100.00 
  
Cheques issued in October: 
For raffle items - $11.96 
For summer BBQ - $126.69 
Service charges - $4.00  
  
Account totals :  
Equity shares $10.00 (not included in total)  
CHQ $2929.16  
Savings $2093.51.  
Total NWG $5022.67 
  
As of the October meeting we have 32 members signed up and payed up. Members who 
have not paid up yet are reminded to bring their dues ($40.00) and the completed 
application form to the November meeting. 
  

Interested in becoming a part of this or any other Committee or helping out 
the Guild in other ways? Please let us know! The more involvement from the 
general membership helps further our mandate of creating an educational, 
informational and fun environment for learning the art and craft of turning! 
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Events Committee Report 

 
Robert Atkinson 

The Events Committee met on October 17, 2011 to select an Events Committee Chairman 
and to discuss our upcoming Competition at Lee Valley and the Michael Hosaluk 
demonstration. Robert Atkinson was re-elected as chairman for the next year ending at the 
AGM in June 2012. 
  
Lee Valleyôs Woodturning events run from January 27, 2012 until February 11, 2012. This 
means we can start dropping off our pieces on Monday January 23rd at Lee Valley and the 
deadline for drop offs is Saturday January 28th before the storeôs closing time. The 
Competition Awards Ceremony will be held on February 11th from 1:00pm until 5:00pm. 
There will be 3 judges again this year with Steven Kennard and Stephen Zwerling having 
been confirmed as 2 of them. This year we will be providing a lathe for members to use 
when staffing our booth at Lee Valley for those who are comfortable doing so. This is a 
great way to draw attention to us and it will make the time go faster. One can turn such 
items as spinning tops and just give them to people as a way to encourage them to become 
interested in our Guild. 
  
With regard to Michael Hosalukôs Guild demo on January 5th, I was talking with Scot 
Croucher of Lee Valley to find out what Michael was demonstrating for them, as we want to 
avoid duplication. I also emailed Michael for a list of demos he does, which I then forwarded 
to Guild Vice-President, Dianne Looker, stating that the Executive could decide the subject 
of Michaelôs demo or they could request the Events Committee to make the decision. It was 
decided the Events Committee would make the decision.  
 
Concerning a place to hold the event, Scott told me that Stephen Zwerling had mentioned to 
him that he might be willing to allow us to use his shop for the demonstration as he had 
done this in the past for the Guild. I called Stephen and he confirmed that we could use his 
shop, but suggested that we come down and have a look so as to be able to determine if it 
would be satisfactory and if any changes would be required. So on October 27th the Events 
Committee met at Stephenôs and did an assessment. A few things will need to be moved 
about and the Committee offered their assistance to Stephen in doing so prior to Michaelôs 
arrival. Also, members will be required to bring their own folding chair for use during the 
day. The Guild will provide tea, coffee and bottled water and members will need to bring 
their own lunch and folding chair. The cost for the day will be $35.00 and will it be about 7 
hours long. Stephen also said that we could use the washroom facilities in his house. 
  
The Events Committee met again on Nov 7th to determine what we would like Michael to 
demonstrate and came up with an extensive list that we will be emailing to Michael so that 
he can determine if he has enough time to do them all. If he gets back to us before the next 
meeting we will update the membership at that time. 
 
In the meantime, here are a few links that you may wish to follow to give you some more 
info on Michael and his work: 
 

¶ http://tinyurl.com/bpk8tfk 

¶ http://tinyurl.com/btyx3kw 

¶ http://tinyurl.com/cp3vv4m 
 
  
Time is quickly passing by and the next thing you know it will be Christmas, so it would be a 
good thing to start your pieces for the Competition. You never know, I might even try taking 
my own advice and try and get out to the latheé 
  

  

 

òDrop off times for 
Competition pieces 
are between January 
23rd to the 28th at 
Lee Valley.ó 

http://tinyurl.com/bpk8tfk
http://tinyurl.com/btyx3kw
http://tinyurl.com/cp3vv4m
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Library Report ð Books & Videos 

 

Richard Ford 

Here is the list of books and videos due to be returned at the next meeting: 
 
DATE  ,  NAME  ID # DESCRIPTION 
17. Oct. 2011 Alan Hunt  39BG Intermediate woodturning Projects  -  The Best from Woodturning Magazine 
19. Apr. 2010 Alan Hunt  60VJ Turning Wood with Richard Raffan 
17. Oct. 2011 Alan Hunt  94BR Connections --  International Turning Exchange 1995-2005 
17. Oct. 2011 Bill fisher  52VA Sharpening Turning Tools - Mike Darlow ï 2-Disk-Set 
17. Oct. 2011 Dan Graham 77BY Woodturning Forms and Materials   -   John Hunnex 
17. Oct. 2011 David Duggan 91BN Ellsworth On Woodturning 
17. Oct. 2011 Dianne Looker 37VG Turn It On  Vol 1-- Jimmy Clewes. 
17. Oct. 2011 Dianne Looker 39VJ Turn It On  Vol 3-- Jimmy Clewes 
17. Oct. 2011 Dianne Looker 41VL Turn It Up Vol 2-- Jimmy Clewes. 
17. Oct. 2011 Gary Landry 30BX Woodturning A Fresh Approach    -   Robert Chapman 
17. Oct. 2011 Gary Landry 38VH Turn It On  Vol 2-- Jimmy Clewes. 
17. Oct. 2011 Gary Landry 40VK Turn It Up Vol 1-- Jimmy Clewes. 
17. Oct. 2011 Gary Landry 42VM Turn It Up Vol 3-- Jimmy Clewes. 
17. Oct. 2011 George Price 82BD Woodturning Projects: A Workshop Guide to Shapes   -   Mark Baker 
17. Oct. 2011 Glenn McCarron 22VN The Skew Chisel - The Dark Side -The Sweet Side with Alan Lacer. 
17. Oct. 2011 Glenn McCarron 25VS Dennis White Teaches Woodturning - Vol 1: Turning Between Centers. 
17. Oct. 2011 Glenn McCarron 27VU Dennis White Teaches Woodturning - Vol 2: Turning Bowls. 
17. Oct. 2011 Glenn McCarron 29VY Dennis White Teaches Woodturning ï Vol 3: Boxes, Goblets and Screw 
17. Oct. 2011 Glenn McCarron 31VA Dennis White Teaches Woodturning ï Vol 4: Novelties and Projects. 
17. Oct. 2011 Glenn McCarron 33VC Dennis White Teaches Woodturning ï Vol 5: Classic Profiles. 
17. Oct. 2011 Glenn McCarron 35VE Dennis White Teaches Woodturning ï Vol 6: - Twists and Advanced Turning. 
19. Apr. 2010 John Fitzpatrick 14VE 1999 AAW National Symposium Techniques Vol II. 
19. Apr. 2010 John Fitzpatrick 17VH Turning Outside the Box - Beth Ireland. 
20. Jun. 2011 Peter Nicholl 44BM Woodturning Techniques  -  Woodturning magazine 
20. Jun. 2011 Peter Nicholl 70BR Turning Projects  -  Richard Raffan 
20. Jun. 2011 Peter Nicholl 79VG The Capsule Box  -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
17. Oct. 2011 Robert Atkinson 64BJ Turned Boxes 50 designs  -  Chris Stott 
19. Sep. 2011 Russell Parrott 57VF Turning Projects with Richard Raffan  
19. Sep. 2011 Russell Parrott 65VP Woodturning: A Foundation Course - Keith Rowley 
17. Oct. 2011 Ted Monk  15VF Elliptical Turning An Introduction ï David Springett 57min. 
17. Oct. 2011 Ted Monk  20VL From The Tree To The Table ï Mike Mahoney. 
17. Oct. 2011 Ted Monk  23VP The Son Of Skew with Alan Lacer 
 
 

Library Report ð Magazines & Tools 

 

Jim Diamond 

Overdue tools and magazines: 
 
I Scott: WT May 02, July 02, April 02, Oct 01:    Oct 2010 
D McGuire: April 2011:                    May 2011 
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In Memoriam ð Maureen Simpson 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing of 
Guild member, Maureen Simpson. 
 
Maureen passed away with the serene and elegant 
death that she wished for in Donôs arms on Monday 
October 10, 2011 at South Shore Regional Hospital, 
Bridgewater. 
 
Maureen began her working career as a nurse in 
Toronto followed by New Zealand, Australia, Vancouver 
and China. After relocating to Nova Scotia she opened 
a private practice in Mahone Bay as well as keeping an 
active role in Cape Dorset, Nunavut up to the time of 
her illness.  
 
Maureen had many loves; chief among them was her 
passion for woodturning. She was an active member of 
the Guild since she joined in 2008. She was a valued 
member of the Events Committee and participated in 
our Competitions and Exhibitions. 
 
In 2009 she won several placements in our annual 
Competition with works that showed both her creativity 
and skill. 
 
Here are a few photos of some of her work: 

 

  



  

The Turning Point Page 7 

In Memoriam ð Maureen Simpson 

 

  

  

A Celebration of Life was held on October 14
th
 at the Trinity United Church in Rose Bay, not far from Maureenôs 

home in Riverport. She was laid to rest at the Lakeview Cemetery in Kingsburg. 
 
Maureen will be deeply missed by all of those that were lucky enough to meet her.  
 
 

While we are mourning the loss of our friend, others are rejoicing to meet her behind the veil - John Taylor 



 
 
 
  

The October 2011 Meeting ð Bandsaw Inlay Technique 

 

The Turning Point Page 8 

 

  
 
 

 

Wow! What a presentation! Not only was it 
educational it was also very entertaining! Guild 
member, and Vice-President, Dianne Looker 
gave a great demo on the Bandsaw Inlay 
Technique that she learned from woodturner 
Marilyn Campbell.  

Dianne had the opportunity to participate in a 
couple of workshops with Marilyn and has 
completed several pieces in this style. 

She began with an overview of this unique 
technique for adding great designs to your work. 
She explained equipment needed, the process, 
tips and tricks, and safety considerations. All of 
this was presented in Dianne's relaxed, 
informative style and blended with her knack for 
storytelling and light humour. 

Check out her notes on the following pages! 
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The October 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

Band Saw Inlay 
Based on a technique developed by Marilyn Campbell. 

 
NOTE: Two late breaking additions:  
1. Do NOT thin with vinegar ï it counteracts the adhesive function of the epoxy.  
2. Seal the bandsawn, sanded edges with clear epoxy and let dry before applying the coloured epoxy (i.e. before 
step 10). This will avoid the colour seeping into the endgrain. 
 
1. Design 

¶ Develop design on paper so you can easily modify it, and copy it. 

¶ Keep it simple. 

¶ Smooth, flowing lines. Lines should flow on all sides. 

¶ No abrupt changes in direction. 

¶ No tight curves. 
 
2. Transfer design to wood 

¶ Trace using carbon paper OR 

¶ Make 1-2 copies on paper and glue one to the wood. 
 
3. Cut on band saw 

¶ Focus on smooth continuous flowing cuts rather than exactly following the lines. 
 
4. Mark the pieces (youôll regret it later if you donôt!) 

¶ Mark the bottom of all pieces. 

¶ Mark ñmatch linesò. 

¶ Mark where inserts start and stop. 

¶ Mark outer edges. 

¶ Number or label each piece. 
 
5. Sand carefully 

¶ An oscillating sander is best for inside curves. A belt or disk sander best for outside curves. 

¶ Edges must be at 90 degrees. 

¶ Make smooth curves. 

¶ No need to erase all marks, focus on edges. 
 
6. Preparing the contrasting inserts 

¶ Discard ñinsertò pieces from original wood.  (Note: itôs best not to try to cut the contrasting inserts when you 
cut the original ones by stacking the wood and cutting both). 

¶ Place and secure remaining pieces on a copy of the paper design. 

¶ Trace outline of place for insert using a pencil. 

¶ Cut inside the trace line on the paper. 

¶ Place the cut-out design of the insert on the contrasting wood. Trace or glue on. 

¶ Cut on band saw. 

¶ Mark location in design with match lines. Mark bottom; mark orientation. 
 

7. ***Fitting the contrasting inserts.****  This is the most important stage. 

¶ Sand edges carefully and exactly; sand-test fit; sand-test fit; repeat as necessary. 

¶ Watch the width of lines. Leave a consistent gap for the epoxy. Keep lines smooth & flowing. 

¶ If necessary for a good fit, sand some of the original pieces as well (not just the inserts). 

¶ When you are satisfied, place all pieces on a copy of the design ready for epoxying. 
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The October 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

8. Preparing for the epoxy 

¶ SAFETY!!!  It is imperative to wear protective plastic gloves and a nose mask.  This is caustic stuff! Cover 
your clothes (smock, etc.).  Have air circulating. 

¶ Materials: 1. West System epoxy: 105 resin and 205 hardener, 410 filler.  2. Paint/colour. (I use oil paint. 
Black can be easily matched later.) 

¶ Cover work surfaces with newspaper that can be discarded. 

¶ Prepare a board for smoothing the epoxy. (Cover with plastic wrap if desired.) 

¶ Have ready: paper towels (to clean what needs cleaning; vinegar (for cleaning up epoxy); waxed paper 
(for placing under your work ï epoxy doesnôt stick to it); stir sticks. 
 

9. Mixing the epoxy 

¶ Mix one lot (not a double lot ï it gets hot!).   

¶ One pump of each of the 105 and 205. Mix. 

¶ Add 410 filler to thick peanut butter consistency. Mix. 

¶ Add paint. Mix. 

¶ Add more filler if necessary.  Too thin is worse than too thick, within limits. 

¶ Spread epoxy on smoothing board. Work to remove any air bubbles. 
 

10. Applying the epoxy 

¶ Place your work on waxed paper with paper design underneath (on top of newspaper for protection). 

¶ Start with one of the large pieces. Apply epoxy in a careful, smooth stroke, always in one direction (i.e. 
always from the bottom or always from the top).  

¶ Smooth along the edge to an even thickness. 

¶ Place piece on design; apply epoxy to an adjoining piece. Put on one edge only. 

¶ Build design, adding one epoxied piece at a time. 

¶ Check for gaps; spread epoxy as needed. 

¶ Flip over and check for gaps. Fill as necessary. 
 

Next steps 

¶ Let set for at least 12 and preferably 24 hours. Turn. 

¶ Note you may need to fill bubbles or gaps with more coloured epoxy after preliminary turning. 
 

Enjoy! 
 

Dianne welcomes any questions that you may have regarding this technique. 
You can contact her at dianne.looker@msvu.ca 
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The October 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

Although this meeting has been traditionally the night to pick up our wood for the Annual Fun Turn, tonight it was not 
to be. Guild Member-At-Large, Doug McGuire, announced that he has tried several place to acquire the wood but 
each one was fraught with problems; either it was too wet or too checked. He has now just found another source that 
promises to be suitable and has assured us that he will have some Sugar Maple in time for the next meeting. He also 
took orders from the membership for those that want to purchase more 6" X 6" X 3" pieces for their own use at the 
low price at around $1.50 per piece. 

Events Committee Chairman, Robert Atkinson, announced that the Guild will be having a day long demonstration in 
February by Michael Hosaluk. Michael will be in Halifax doing a couple of workshops at Lee Valley as part of their 
Week of Woodturning. The cost of this demonstration will be $35.00. When polled, twenty four members showed 
their interest by a raise of hands. All members were also encouraged to attend the workshops at Lee Valley as they 
offer an invaluable opportunity to receive instruction from this world class woodturner. 

The Show & Tell session proved to be as interesting as always with several members bringing in their latest, greatest 
projects. Here are some photos of these fine pieces: 

 

 

 

 

 
Dale Rayner 

 
Doug McGuire 

 
George Price 

 
Gordon Marshall 


