
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Volume 15, Issue 10 

December 2011 

 
   

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

The next meeting of the Nova Woodturnersô Guild is 

December 12th at Halifax Specialty Hardwoods 

Now located at 112 Bluewater Rd, Bedford, NS 

Meeting time is 6:30pm ï 8:30pm 

Go to page 15 for more info on the meeting topic! 
 

Presidentôs Report 2 

Executive & Committees 3 

What Is The Fun Turn? 7 

November Meeting 8 

Monthly Meeting Calendar 14 

December Meeting 15 

Shape Challenge III 16 

Cruising In The Fiords 18 

Segmenting Workshop 21 

Finishing Recipes 23 

Shavings 26 

Your Guild Executive 28 

The Turning Point 

Official Journal of the Nova Woodturnersô Guild 
 

The Next NWG Meeting is December 12th 



  

òI wish all of you who 
are of the Christian 
Faith a very Merry 
Christmas and to each of 
you a Healthy New 
Year in 2012, may the 
"Turning Gods" shine 
light on you all.ó  
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It is with a heavy Heart that I write this article for our newsletter. On October the 10
th
 

my life changed forever. Maureen was a beautiful women and a wonderful partner in 
every respect. I have some terrific memories of the hours we spent together in our 
shop, turning to our hearts content, always thinking that these days would go on 
forever. Not so, but the memories will. We were so lucky to travel this past spring and 
early summer, enjoying life to its fullest, as we ticked items off of Mojo's "Bucket List", 
so lucky . 
  
I personally want to thank Ted for the heartfelt Memorial article for Maureen in last 
monthôs newsletter, as well as to each of you for your ongoing support and  care, 
...thank you seems so little. 
  
Mojo told me to take the time to get back into life and not to rush, ..."just do it in a 
hurry Don", no wonder that I love her so much. In that vein, I wish all of you who are 
of the Christian Faith a very Merry Christmas and to each of you a Healthy New Year 
in 2012, may the "Turning Gods" shine light on you all. Hopefully I will see you at the 
December Meeting at Halifax Specialty Hardwoods, for our first annual Winter Social. 
  
Keep your bevel rubbing, 
Don 

 

From The Presidentõs Workshop Don Moore 
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òI was delighted that 
there were so many 
people with things to 
show at the Show 
and Tell.ó 

The Vice Presidentõs Report Dianne Looker 

November was a full and busy month. We have had all sorts of weather, from mild warm 
days, to fall splendor, to more winter than one could expect in November! But cool 
weather means lots of indoor activities and that means turning! Even I have gotten out to 
my shop; tidied it a bit (one wouldnôt want to get carried away with this tidying businessé 
;-), and even did some turning. More, much more, is in store as I face the fact that the 
holidays are looming, my ñto doò list is getting longer rather than shorter and I have made 
little or no headway on the ñmake this in your shop for giftsò part of the list. I have, at 
least, made a list of who will get what ï assuming I do make all those things I plant to 
makeé 
  
As you know if you were at the meeting (and hopefully most of you were), we had a most 
interesting session with Stuart Taylor on hollowing. Stuart not only showed us his 
techniques for hollowing, but also discussed the pros and cons of various hollowing tools, 
and showed a very innovative way of holding a hollow vessel for reversing it to remove 
the foot.  
  
I was delighted that there were so many people with things to show at the ñShow and 
Tellò. I often find that one of the most fascinating parts of the meeting. You not only get to 
see all the amazing variety of things that our members have turned, but you get to hear 
them talk about the challenges they faced and how they overcame them. I am also 
relieved when others confess that they ñblew out the bottomò or ñthis isnôt the shape I had 
plannedò ï or in one case this past meeting, seeing how a broken bowl became a 
decorative display.  
  
At the November meeting we discussed the need to ensure that new members are 
identified and made to feel welcome. As a Guild we also need to be thinking about how 
best to get the word out that we exist. There are a number of woodturners in the province 
who would benefit from and enjoy our meetings, but they donôt know we exist. So, please 
help us get the word out. 
  
We gave out wood for the fun turn ï pieces due in March. If you werenôt at the meeting, 
there are some additional blanks being held by Bill Luther at Busy Bee, and they will be 
brought to the December meeting. 
  
The Executive met in November, before the meeting. We are making good progress on 
how best to improve the guild. We plan to be bringing some motions to the membership in 
the new year. 
  
As you will be reminded elsewhere in this newsletter, the December meeting will be a 
special time. First of all, we are meeting at Halifax Specialty Hardwoods ï at their 
invitation. They are keen to keep contact with our Guild members and regularly offer us a 
5% discount whenever we shop there. On the night of the meeting they will be offering a 
10% discount. In addition to that there is the Shape Challenge (you are all doing the 
shape challenge ï right?) Bring it in a bag to be shown at the appropriate time. I expect 
there will be lots of items in the Show and Tell ï certainly I plan to bring some (and by 
writing this, it creates the pressure that will hopefully get me out there actually turning). 
There will also be food ï munchies, sweets etc. And that is because we (including you) 
will be bringing various munchies. And, hopefully you will be bringing a 
friend/partner/spouse/neighbor/fellow turner or whomever. This is our holiday social, and 
it promises to be even more fun than our usual meetings. And that is saying something. 
  
I look forward to seeing you there. Happy turning! 

 



  

The Secretaryõs Quill 

 
Ted Monk 

òThe December 
meeting will be our 
first Annual 
Christmas Social. 
Let`s make it into 
a party!ó  

In addition to maintaining Guild correspondence, recording meeting minutes, recording 
Executive meeting minutes, performing Guild administrative duties and maintaining an up to 
date member roster it is the Secretary`s duty to send out periodic updates and reminders. 
Because there seems to be so many reminders related to the upcoming meeting I believe 
that I will reiterate them here: 
 
Our December meeting will be held at Halifax Specialty Hardwoods and NOT Kent. HSH 
have moved and are now located at 112 Bluewater Rd., Bedford, Nova Scotia B4B 1G7 
 
This meeting is our first Annual Christmas Social so bring some goodies to share like 
sandwiches, sweets or snacks. Also bring a chair. Guests are most welcomed! 
 
Trophies must be returned at this meeting. Please bring it wrapped up for transportation. 
 
The Shape Challenge III projects are due at this meeting. Bring it hidden in a bag. 
 
If you did not pick up the wood for the Fun Turn the last meeting you can now do so at Busy 
Bee Tools.  If you cannot get there, the wood will be brought to the December meeting.  
 
Bring your dues money or check in to Treasurer, Dan Graham. The cost is $40.00 
 
Bring your money or check in to Treasurer, Dan Graham, for the Michael Hosaluk demo 
weôre having in February. The cost is $35.00 
 
I hope I haven`t missed anything... Oh yeah, almost forgot,  
 

Happy Holidays! 
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The Editorõs Desk 

 
Ted Monk 

Hey Guildies, once again we have a great issue of The Turning Point for you.  
 
Weôve got Committee reports and updates, lots of photos from last month`s meeting, the first 
instalment from Dianne Looker about her trip to Norway last summer, an article on the 
segmenting workshop at Gordon Marshall`s, some great recipes for making your own 
finishes from Gil Pacheco and lots, lots more! 
 
As we head into the holidays and then this is followed by our upcoming Competition the due 
dates for article submissions will be coming fast. For example, submissions for the 
January issue is required on January 1

st
. And with the February meeting early because of 

the Competition submissions are required only a few weeks after Januaryôs. Yeah, exactly. 
 
Once again, Iôm asking that everyone take a proactive role in this and get your submissions 
to me as soon as possible. Submit them now if you can. We did it last year. Iôm sure that we 
can do it again. J 
 
All the best to you and yours. May your holidays be safe and happy ones! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Financial Report 

 
Dan Graham 
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We received confirmation back from Michael Hosaluk and the agenda for the Guildôs 
demonstration for Sunday February 5th 2012 is as follows: 

  
Box Making - Basics of end grain box making using a hook tool and scraper 
Ladle - combines bowl and spindle turning with the possibility of bending the handle. 
Bowl Turning - Turning a translucent bowl 
Hollow Turning - Rattles, tree decoration, teapots, etc. 
Surface Design 

  
This is sure to be an interesting and informative day we spend with Michael at Stephen 
Zwirlings shop and I encourage members to take advantage of this opportunity. The 
demo hours havenôt been confirmed but I would expect it would be similar to Lee 
Valleyôs, which is from 10 am to 5pm, and the cost is $35.00.  
 
Please get your check or cash to Dan Graham, our Guild Treasurer, as soon as 
possible. There is limited seating. Speaking of seating, members will be responsible for 
bring their own chair and lunch, while beverages will be provided.  
 
On a different note, and an important one, for the winners of last yearôs Competition, 
please bring the trophy to the December meeting so that we will have them ready for this 
yearôs Competition. 

  
In closing, here's a tip: With Christmas rapidly approaching, one thought would be to 
combine a Christmas present as an item that you could later enter into the Annual 
Competition. Who said we canôt multi task? :) 

  
 
 

òGet your payment 
for the Hosaluk 
demo to Dan 
Graham as soon as 
possible to secure 
your seat!ó! 

Monthly Financial Statement: November 31 2011  
  
Income for November:  
Memberhip dues: $80.00  
Raffle monies: $57.00  
Donation by Gordon Marshall for his segmenting workshop: $50.00 
  
Cheques issued in November: 
For raffle item: $17.26 
For wood: $140.30 
Credit Union service charge: $4.00  
  
Account totals:  
Equity shares: $10.00 (not included in total)  
CHQ: $2948.60  
Savings: $2096.13  
Total NWG: $5044.73  
  
As of the November meeting we have 34 members signed up and payed up. Members 
are reminded to bring their dues ($40.00) and the completed form at the December 
meeting. Thank you. 
  
  

Events Committee Report 

 
Robert Atkinson 

òWe now have 34 
paid up members! If 
youõre not paid up yet 
please bring $40. In 
cash or check to the 
December meetingó. 
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Library Report ð Books & Videos 

 

Richard Ford 

Here is the list of books and videos due to be returned at the next meeting: 
 
DATE      NAME        ID #       DESCRIPTION                 
17. Oct. 2011   Alan Hunt     Intermediate Woodturning Projects  -  Woodturning Magazine 
19. Apr. 2010   Alan Hunt                   Turning Wood with Richard Raffan 
17. Oct. 2011   Alan Hunt                  Connections --  International Turning Exchange 1995-2005 
17. Oct. 2011   Dianne Looker          Turn It On  Vol 1-- Jimmy Clewes. 
17. Oct. 2011   Dianne Looker         Turn It On  Vol 3-- Jimmy Clewes 
17. Oct. 2011   Dianne Looker          Turn It Up Vol 2-- Jimmy Clewes. 
21. Nov. 2011   Don Campbell           Unique & Unusual Pens  -  Dick Sing  
21. Nov. 2011   Doug McGuire           Turning Boxes with Chris Stott. 
21. Nov. 2011   Doug McGuire           Turning pens & Other Small Projects On Carba-tec Mini Lathe 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        Segmented Turning (2 DVD Set) - Curt Theobald 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        Practical Tips for Turners and Carvers  -  GMC Publications  
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        The Craftsman Woodturner  -  Peter Child   New Revised Edition  
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        Turning Projects  -  Richard Raffan 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron       Woodturning I   with Bonnie Klein 120min. 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        The Basic Box  -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        The Finial Box  -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
17. Oct. 2011   Robert Atkinson        Turned Boxes 50 designs  -  Chris Stott 
21. Nov. 2011   Russell Parrott        Bowl Turning - John Jordan  
21. Nov. 2011   Russell Parrott        Small and Exciting Woodturning Projects   ï   James A. Jacobson  
21. Nov. 2011   Russell Parrott        Hollow Forms and Urns ï A Workshop by Mike Mahoney 
21. Nov. 2011   Ted Monk                500 Wood Bowls  -   Juried by Ray Leier, Jan Peters & Kevin Wallace 
22. Sep. 2010   Ted Monk                Fun at the Lathe  -  R. C. Bell 
 
 

 
 

Competition Trophies Need To Be Returned! 

 

 

2011 Competition Winners! 
 

Please bring back the trophy to the December 
meeting so that we can get them ready for the 

2012 Annual NWG Competition. 
 

Please wrap it and pack it in a box so that it  
can be easily transported as well as be 

protected from breakage. 
 

Thanks! 
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The Nova Woodturnersõ Guild Annual Fun Turn 

 
The Nova Woodturners' Guild Annual Fun Turn is one of the highlights of the Guild's 
season. Every year we get a chance to not only apply our woodturning skills but our 
imagination as well in this amazing event.  
  
Amazing, you say? Yes, what is amazing is that there is always such a wide variety of 
finished turnings - there are never two pieces alike! Sure, everyone is different but the thing 
is that we all start with relatively the same sized piece of wood. No doubt about it, that's 
pretty amazing!  
  
The object of this yearly challenge is to have fun and the rules are equally as simple - we 
are given a block of wood and we can turn anything of our choice. We can even use a small 
amount of additional wood to accentuate our piece. Pretty simple, huh?  Oh, and did we 
mention to have fun? Yep, itôs all about the fun!  
  
And fun it is. From the time we get the block of wood and place it in our shop it sits there, 
beckoning us (threatening us?) demanding from our every waking moment the question ï 
ñWhat will I turn this block into?ò Then we wait for it to speak to usé we waité and waité 
and waité Then, if the lathe gods are smiling and the wind is blowing just right, at the very 
last minute it does speak to us and itôs a mad scramble to get our pieces finished on time 
(sometimes the finish is even still wet when itôs brought in!)  And finally itôs done, ahh... 
woodturning bliss. Oh, there are some that the wood speaks to immediately but do they 
really get to enjoy the anguish and turmoil that this little block of wooden fun brings? LOL! 
  
Seriously, the Annual Fun Turn is a great opportunity to try something different, perhaps 
even turn something that you wouldnôt normally turn. Challenge yourself. This, of course, 
can take your skills to another level. However, the biggest enjoyment you will likely get is 
just by participating in the camaraderie of the event. Yep, it really is a lot of fun. It really is... 
but only if you participate. J 
  
And if you do participate there's a chance that you just might win a prize! Oh yes, everyone 
who joins in on the fun and enters a piece into the Annual Fun Turn gets their name entered 
into a draw. The prize is yet to be determined but we know that it will be fantastic! 
  
So get your block of wood that you received at the November meeting out from underneath 
your workbench, dust it off and get turning! 
 
 Remember, you must return the finished piece at the March 19, 2012 meeting for the 
Annual Fun Turn Show and Tell! 

 
For those members that missed the November meeting and did not receive your 
block of wood you can pick it up at Busy Bee Tools. If you canôt get there it will be 
available at the December meeting. The size this year is 6ò X 6ò X 3ò and the wood is 

Maple.  

ñThe object of this 
yearly challenge is to 

simply have fun!ò 

Check out the Photo Gallery on the Guild 
website and the April issues of past newsletters 

for photos of previous yearôs entries for the 
Nova Woodturnersô Guild Annual Fun Turn! 



 
  

The Turning Point Page 8 

The November 2011 Meeting ð Hollowing Part II 

 

 

 Continuing on from his ñIntroduction To 
Hollowingò presentation in April, Guild member 
Stuart Taylor gave us an excellent demonstration 
on hollowing techniques. The success and 
popularity of his presentation was easily seen at 
the end when all the members flocked to the front 
of the room, surrounding him and asking 
questions.  
  
Stuart began with an overview of his favourite 
hollowing tool, the óRollyô, a very popular 
hollowing tool from New Zealand woodturner 
Rolly Munroe. He explained its use with special 
emphasis on how to adjust it correctly. He also 
stressed the importance of sharp tools and 
explained how to sharpen this tool correctly. 
  
He showed us how to position the tool rest, which 
is just above center, so that Rolly is slightly tilted  
 

and then he told us to rotate the tool until it óbitesô. He mentioned that one of the issues that people have with the Rolly 
is that it sometimes clogs. He pointed out that this is greatly minimized with a sharp tool and showed that with a dental 
tool the Rolly can be quickly and easily cleared of debris. 

  
Stuart also pointed out that the approximate maximum offset that can be done with the Rolly is 4 inches, making it ideal 
for an 8 inch form.  
  
From there, he preceded to hollow a vessel that he had previously turned to a vase shape. He began by drilling a hole 
to his desired depth using an auger for drilling. This could also be done using a Forstner bit for shallow forms or with an 
added extension for deeper projects. 
  
Using his mantra of óCut, Clean, Measureô, that he taught us in his previous presentation, Stuart began to make quick 
work of hollowing this vessel. Since there wasn't a compressor available he used a short hose and blew the shavings 
out himself. A tedious procedure, but itôs a neat trick if you donôt have a compressor handy. 
  
Once he got the piece to 'rough thickness' he switched to finishing cuts. He used, and recommended, the Oneway 
Termite tool to remove the pip at the bottom. This tool is made specifically for endgrain and it works beautifully for this. 
  
Once the piece was completely hollowed Stuart reversed chucked it on a unique chuck made from a butterfly nut (see 
photo below).  Using this he easily cleaned up and finished the bottom. 
 
Throughout the hollowing procedure Stuart thoroughly answered many questions regarding his progress. Likewise, 
when he was finished and invited the members to the front of the room he continued explaining various steps to his 
attentive audience. 

  
Stuart shone a light on many of the mysteries of hollowing, exposing myths and clarifying the proper steps for 
completing a successful project. His straight forward presentation style coupled with expertise made for a most 
informative and enjoyable presentation. There are sure to be many members that have not attempted a hollow form will 
now try one and those that already turn them will incorporate many of the tips that he shared tonight. Thanks, Stuart!  
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The November 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

 
Butterfly chuck for reverse chucking 

 
The óRollyô 

  

The social time that preceded Stuart's demonstration, was a very active time with members catching up on things with 
each other, reviewing the Show & Tell items and making their library returns and withdrawals. The room was abuzz!  
 
There were quite a few items for the Show & Tell session tonight, almost filling two tables! Gordon Marshall brought in 
several examples of his latest segmenting work, Ron Hazlett treated us to a glimpse into another of his passions, 
violin making, with a showing of the third violin that he made, Doug McGuire brought in a new tool that he had made, 
Gil Pacheco brought in a wide variety of small craft items that included a nut cracker, a spinning top, wine bottle 
holder, a rattle, knitting accessories and flowers, Stuart Taylor brought in a large hollow form, Gary Landry showed us 
that he has been busy getting ready for Christmas with a string-line of ornaments, Robert Atkinson brought in several 
bowls with some displaying varying edge treatments, Lowell Jenkins brought in a great bowl bottom blowout save with 
a neat wall hanging flower arrangement, Peter Nicholl showed several bowls and a couple of cute snowmen sporting 
top hats and scarves and Glen McCarron shared his experience making his first segmented vessel. Wow! The 
Guilders have been busy! 
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The November 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

 
Robert Atkinson 

 
Gil Pacheco 

 
Peter Nicholl 

 
Glenn McCarron 

 
Doug McGuire 

 

 
Lowell Jenkins 
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The November 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

 
Ron Hazlett 

 
Gary Landry 

 
Gordon Marshall 

 
Stuart Taylor 

 
Show & Tell Variety 

 

 
Gil Pachecoôs Craft Collection 


