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Welcome to 2012, wishing everyone a year of tremendous health and a world of peace 
for all of humanity. As we watch the turmoil in countries around the world unfold, one 
becomes aware of how blessed we are to live in Canada. Our precious freedom is 
something to be cherished.  
  
As is our Guild and the fellowship it entails. It contains depth and diversity, a 
willingness to share our insights as well as our misgivings, as we all learn from one 
and other.  
  
Now get ready to watch time miraculously disappear as January turns into February 
and the NWG - LV Turning Competition entry date arrives. There are workshops with 
Steve Kennard, Michael Hosaluk, and seminars to attend. If you havenôt already 
registered for our seminar with Michael, to be held at Steve Zwerlingôs on Feb. 5th., 
now would be a good time to do so. Opportunities like these do not present 
themselves often enough in this part of Canada. Regardless of your present level of 
expertise, the exposure with these events is so multi-beneficial to your development of 
skill and area of interest. 
  
Last May Maureen and I were fortunate enough to make arrangements to have a 
workshop with Alain Mailland while we were in France. Just outside the quaint historic 
village of Uzes is where Alain was living at the time. Not only is he a creative 
woodturner, he is also a wonderful human being. He actually refers to himself as a 
professional sander/shaper. Whatever you want to call him, the outcome is exquisite. I 
worked on Alainôs lathe turning one of his multi-axis projects while Maureen turned on 
Alainôs wifeôs lathe turning very, very thinned walled flowers. He was completely free 
with all of his techniques and encouraged both of us to push his methods further with 
our own spin. We spent a wonderful day with him and the wine and cheese afterwards 
wasnôt too bad either. 
  
Next month you donôt have to travel to France, you have an opportunity right here in 
Nova Scotia to experience the privilege of meeting and watching a master turner that 
has a terrific presentation of a very wide repertoire of projects and methods. I canôt 
promise you wine and cheese, but I can assure you of expanding your exposure to 
new horizons in turning. 
  
Please enjoy another fantastic edition of our newsletter as you browse and ponder 
everything offered, in doing so, please mention your gratitude to all of the contributing 
woodturners, they deserve it. 
  
In the meantime, ñkeep your bevel rubbingò, 
Don 

 

From The Presidentõs Workshop Don Moore 
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òIf you are not 
already registered 
for the Michael 
Hosaluk demo, 
now is a good time 
to do so!ó  



  

The Turning Point Page 3 

The Vice-Presidentõs Report 

 
Dianne Looker 

Notice of Special General Meeting 
 
 
Notice of special meeting to vote on becoming a Chapter of the AAW 
 
At the November 18, 2011 meeting of the Nova Woodturnersô Guild (NWG) Executive it 
was unanimously decided to recommend to the membership that the NWG become a 
formal chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW). 
 
There is NO COST associated with becoming a Chapter of the AAW. (There are dues for 
any individual members to join). 
 
The advantages are: 
 
1. The AAW provides liability insurance that we do not currently have and which would be 
very expensive to purchase. (This is the key reason for the Executiveôs recommendation). 
 
2. We have access to grants from the AAW. 
 
The possible disadvantages are: 
 
1. Only dues paying members of the AAW could serve on the executive. 
 
2. Only dues paying members of the AAW would be covered by the liability insurance that 
protects against accidents. That is, it would be unwise to have someone who is not a 
member of the AAW do a demonstration for the Guild. (Non-AAW members would, of 
course, be covered if they were the ones injured). 
 
3. We would have to redraft our by-laws to reflect this change. 
 
This issue will be discussed and voted on at the January 16, 2012 NWG meeting. 
 
Note that this article constitutes formal notice of a ñspecial general meetingò under the 
terms of our current by-laws. 

 

 
For those members not aware of the American Association of Woodturners: 

 
ñThe American Association of Woodturners (AAW) is an international, nonprofit 

organization dedicated to the advancement of woodturning. Our mission is to provide 
education, information, and organization to those interested in turning wood.ò 

 
For more information on the AAW please go to: 

 

http://woodturner.org/ 
 

You may know the AAW by their great woodturning magazine ï American Woodturner 

òThere is no cost 
associated with 
becoming a Chapter 
of the AAW.ó 

òYou may know 
the AAW by their 
great woodturning 

magazine ð 
American 
Woodturneró 

 

http://woodturner.org/


 
  

We have another great issue of The Turning Point for you this month, folks! Thanks to 
everyone for your submissions. Keep it up. Itôs through sharing that we all win! 
 
This month we have Committee reports and updates, lots and lots and lots of photos from 
Decemberôs First Annual Christmas Social meeting, the second instalment from Dianne 
Looker about her trip to Norway last summer, some wire burning tips, Dan Grahamôs flatwork 
project, a shellac calculator, Fibonacci gauge plans and a whole lot more! 
 
With Danôs submission, and admission, of a flatwork project he recently completed we 
decided to add a new section to the newsletter called óOther Projectsô. If you have a non-
woodturning project, or even a non-wood project, please share it with us! We are always 
interested in reading about what else you have been doing. Please send us a photo and a 
description so that we can include it here. 
 
We did get a couple of members to answer our request for sending in tips on wire burning 
but we were hoping to hear from a lot more. Just think, if every member had sent in just one 
tip we would have almost 40 of them!  What a great resource this would be! 
 
Weôre still on the lookout for how-to articles. Please take some photos and jot down a few 
notes of your next project and send them in. Even in their simplicity thereôs always 
something that be gleaned by such articles. 
 
We would also like to see photos of your finished projects. Send along a photo or two with 
some info about the piece; wood type, size, finish used, etc. and weôll start a section to 
complement our meeting Show & Tell. 
 
With the February meeting a week earlier than usual weôre going to have to do some 
scrambling to get a full size issue of the Turning Point out but weôll do our best. So please 
get your submissions in as soon as possible. 
 

The deadline for submissions for the February issue is February 1st, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 

The Secretaryõs Quill 

 

Ted Monk 

òThere is still lots 
of time to turn a 
piece or two and get 
them into the 
Competition!ó  

Thereôs not much to report from the Secretaryôs desk so indulge me as I digress...  
 
Well, although the holidays over there still is no time to rest. The Annual Competition begins 
in just a couple of weeks and Iôm sure Iôm not the only one that has to burn some of midnight 
oil to get a few pieces ready before the January 28

th
 deadline. 

 
If you have never entered the Competition, please do. For me, it is the most important event 
of the year. It gives me the opportunity to step outside of my comfort zone and to try 
something new. For some reason, my ócompetition piecesô are always so much more 
enjoyable to do, and of a much higher quality. Thereôs also the benefit of having my piece 
evaluated by unbiased peers. While I enjoy the accolades from my friends and family, and 
often need them J, professional opinion gives me great insight into my growth as a turner. 
Iôm sure that youôll find the same thing. 
 
There is still lots of time to turn a piece or two and get them into the Competition.  
 
Trust me, you canôt lose. 
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The Editorõs Desk 

 
Ted Monk 
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Financial Report 

 
Dan Graham 

Financial Statement:  
  
Income at December Meeting:  
Membership dues - $120.00  
Raffle monies - $146.00  
Donation by G Marshall workshop - $10.00  
Monies from sale of wood Fun turn - $123.50 
Monies for Michael Hosaluk Workshop - $455.00 
  
Cheque issued at December meeting  
For raffle item - $17.78  
  
Account totals from Credit Union Statement dated November 30th: 
Credit Union service charge - $4.00  
Equity shares - $10.00 ( not included in total)  
CHQ - $3102.16  
Savings - $2097.42  
Total NWG -  $5199.58  
  
As of the December meeting we have 37 members signed up and payed up. 
  
A couple of things to note; firstly, from my calculations the Fun Turn wood cost the NWG a total of $16.80. The wood 
cost $140.30 and the extra wood was sold for $123.50. Well done, my Scottish and Irish friends :). Secondly, we 
have 17 Guild members signed up for the workshop on February 5th with Michael Hosaluk. 
  
If you haven't, and you plan to attend, please get your check or cash to me as soon as possible as there is limited 
sitting and also so that the Events Committee can plan accordingly. The cost for this day long demo is $35.00.  
 
NWG Treasury 
Dan Graham 
 
  

Reminder ð Competition Entries Due By January 28th! 

  
Itôs that time of year folks, time for the Nova Woodturnersô Guild Annual Competition! 
 
This yearôs Competition will be held from January 30

th
 to February 11

th
 at Lee Valley.  

 
Your entries must be received at Lee Valley between January 23rd and January 28

th
 inclusive.  

 
Pickup for your pieces must be made no later than February 18

th
. 

 
The Award Ceremony will be held at 1:00pm on February 11

th
 at Lee Valley. (This will be our February 

meeting instead of our usual date on the 3
rd

 Monday of the month.) 
 
The entry forms and Competition rules are available on our website in the Documents section located here: 

 
http://novawoodturnersguild.com/documents.php 

 

http://novawoodturnersguild.com/documents.php
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The Events Committee met on the 12th of December to discuss items concerning our annual Competition and 
Michael Hosalukôs demo on the 5th of February. Also, it was decided that we should do a write-up on the history of 
the Competition as we have a number of new members and it would be useful for future members. Originally, I was 
going to write this and send it to the other members of the Events Committee for their feedback. However, as it is 
now being written on the 27th of December and going directly to the newsletter; you the general membership will get 
to peruse it and send me in corrections. 
  
The Competition started in November of 1997 at the Woodshow held at Exhibition Park. At that time we had the 3 
levels of Novice, Intermediate and Open. There was only one judge with no written parameters for judging. A good 
number of times we used the Sorby rep that was demonstrating at the show and other times Bill Luther did the 
judging. Also, we had the Peopleôs Choice Award, where the people attending the show voted for the winner and this 
is the most coveted award for a turner to win. With the death of one of our founding members and only treasurer to 
that date, Warman Castle, the trophy was renamed to the Warman Castle Memorial trophy. Winners of this award 
are: 2005 - Don Moore, 2006 - Denton Ford, 2007 ï no award as competition moved from November at Woodshow 
to January at Lee Valley, 2008 ï Dave Wilkins, 2009 ï Don Moore, 2010 ï Don Moore and 2011 ï Gordon Marshall. 
To encourage more members of the public to vote on pieces last year, we had a turning donated by Don Moore with 
the winner being drawn from the ballots cast. This year again we have a turning donated by Gordon Marshall as a 
prize. As attendance and the number of exhibitors continued to decline at the Woodshow, the Halifax show came to 
an end with the last show being the fall of 2006.  
  
Although the Woodshow came to an end the Guild didnôt want to lose the exposure to the public and the ability to 
recruit new members that the Competition provided to the Guild. Lee Valley agreed to host the Competition at their 
location in Bayerôs Lake and the first Competition there was in January 2008 and this year will be our fifth year there. 
  
It is the aim of the Events Committee to improve the Competition based on feedback from our members, the judges, 
the public and Lee Valley. We have gone from one judge to three and provided them with the criteria we want them 
to use in judging. Also, they provide feedback on the forms as to the areas where the competitor needs to improve in 
their opinion. Last year we had one judge from NSCAD who wasnôt a turner, but had a background in shape design 
to give a different perspective on the pieces and we have continued with that this year. We provide each judge with a 
package containing all paperwork they need for the entries and the Events Committee brings all pieces of a group (ex 
Novice ï spindle) to the judges to be judged after the Committee members leave. This speeds things up for the 
judges and allows them to spend more time judging the pieces. Even so it takes the better part of a day to complete 
their task. 
  
We have established written rules and regulations for the Competition that are posted on our website along with the 
entry forms. Last year we had to establish a size limit for the pieces as Lee Valley has stated all pieces must be 
displayed in the display cabinets they provide. 
  
This will be the first year that we will be able to do some turning while staffing our booth during the Competition 
timeframe. Lee Valley will provide the space, a plexiglass shield and some wood. The Guild will provide our mini 
lathe and sharpening system. Anyone wanting to turn will bring their tools, safety equipment (face shield, etc) a 
chuck, wood or anything else they want to use. This allows the public to see what we do and should make the time 
go a lot faster than just standing around. It doesnôt matter what you turn or what level you are at, it should make for a 
more interesting time. One example would be spinning tops and just give them away to people as a memento. The 
important thing is just to have some fun doing what you like to do. 
  
We encourage everyone to submit pieces to the Competition as a means to find out what highly skilled craftspeople 
think of your work, both what they like and where they think you can improve. Take this as an opportunity for taking 
your pieces to the next level by incorporating some of the ideas offered. 
  
 Robert Atkinson 
Events Committee Chairman 
 
 

Events Committee Report 

 
Robert Atkinson 
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Library Report ð Books & Videos 

 

Richard Ford 

Here is the list of books and videos due to be returned at the next meeting: 
 
DATE      NAME        ID #       DESCRIPTION                 
19. Apr. 2010   Alan Hunt                   Turning Wood with Richard Raffan 
17. Oct. 2011   Alan Hunt     Intermediate Woodturning Projects  -  Woodturning Magazine 
17. Oct. 2011   Alan Hunt                  Connections --  International Turning Exchange 1995-2005 
17. Oct. 2011   Dianne Looker          Turn It On  Vol 1-- Jimmy Clewes. 
17. Oct. 2011   Dianne Looker         Turn It On  Vol 3-- Jimmy Clewes 
17. Oct. 2011   Dianne Looker          Turn It Up Vol 2-- Jimmy Clewes. 
17. Oct. 2011   Robert Atkinson        Turned Boxes 50 designs  -  Chris Stott 
21. Nov. 2011   Don Campbell           Unique & Unusual Pens  -  Dick Sing  
21. Nov. 2011   Doug McGuire           Turning Boxes with Chris Stott. 
21. Nov. 2011   Doug McGuire           Turning pens & Other Small Projects On Carba-tec Mini Lathe 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        Segmented Turning (2 DVD Set) - Curt Theobald 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        Practical Tips for Turners and Carvers  -  GMC Publications  
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        The Craftsman Woodturner  -  Peter Child   New Revised Edition  
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        Turning Projects  -  Richard Raffan 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron       Woodturning I   with Bonnie Klein 120min. 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        The Basic Box  -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
21. Nov. 2011   Glenn McCarron        The Finial Box  -- Turned Boxes by Ray Key 
21. Nov. 2011   Russell Parrott        Bowl Turning - John Jordan  
21. Nov. 2011   Russell Parrott        Small and Exciting Woodturning Projects   ï   James A. Jacobson  
21. Nov. 2011   Russell Parrott        Hollow Forms and Urns ï A Workshop by Mike Mahoney 
21. Nov. 2011   Ted Monk                500 Wood Bowls  -   Juried by Ray Leier, Jan Peters & Kevin Wallace 
21. Nov. 2011  Ted Monk                Fun at the Lathe  -  R. C. Bell 
 
 

 

Here is the list of periodicals and tools on loan. Please try to get all of them back at the January meeting: 
  
I Scott:    WT Dec 05:                Dec 2009 
I Scott:    WT Oct 01, Apr 02, May 02, Jul 02:    Oct 2010 
D McGuire:    WT Apr 11:                May 2011 
T Monk:        WT Mar, Jun, Dec 04, Apr, Aug 05:    Nov 2011 
G McCarron:    1x8 spindle tap:            Nov 2011 
R Parrott:    WT Nov 09, Jan 11:            Nov 2011 
D Richards:    WT Jun 11, Aug 11:            Nov 2011 
G Price:    Sorby texturing tool:            Nov 2011 

 

Library Report ð Magazines & Tools 

 

Jim Diamond 

The February meeting of the Nova Woodturnersô Guild is on 
 

February 11
th

 at Lee Valley at 1:00pm 
 

And not on the usual 3rd Monday of the month. Mark your calendar now! J 
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The December 2011 Meeting ð Christmas Social 

 
Wow! In the immortal words of the Irish Rovers, "wasn't that a party!" Well, it sure was! 
  
Thirty-five Guild members and guests convened on Halifax Specialty Hardwoods at their new location at 112 Bluewater 
Rd. in Bedford for our First Annual Christmas Social. From the comments that were made afterwards and the smiling 
faces, the active chatting and the happy holiday atmosphere during the party made it quite clear that the Second 
Annual Christmas Social is a must! 
  
The social time began well before our starting time as members and guests began to arrive earlier than normal. 
Anticipation was definitely high. As they came in they added their goodies to the goody tables, yes, tables. There were 
two 8 foot by 3 foot tables (that's 48 board feet!) of some of the most delicious snacks that you have ever seen 
accumulated. There were sandwiches, cookies, cakes, pepperoni, cheeses, crackers, vegetable and fruit trays, devilled 
eggs, dips, juice, tea and coffee. There's a rumour going around that some of our woodturning meetings are "all about 
the food", well this cinches it - it is! 
 
Also on arrival, members placed their Show & Tell items on the beautiful Maple 'table' that had been set up specifically 
for this purpose. The 'table' was actually a stack of freshly milled Maple, what a background for these fine pieces!  
  
Guild Vice-President, Dianne Looker, opened the meeting right on time and introduced Darrell Vallis, owner of Halifax 
Specialty Hardwoods, who welcomed us to the new store.  He also offered us a 15% discount on all purchase this 
evening and brought our attention to the ten-pack pen blank packages that they offer at an already great discount. 
  
From there the floor was turned over to Doug McGuire who spoke on the Fun Turn, explaining how it works and 
emphasising the requirement to HAVE FUN! 
  
Next, Events Committee Chairman, Robert Atkinson, spoke on the upcoming Nova Woodturners' Guild Annual 
Competition. He told us that this year the three judges will be Steven Kennard, Stephen Zwerling and Lillian Yeun from 
NSCAD, that the Membership Committee will soon be asking members to help with the staffing of the booth at Lee 
Valley and for those that will be taking advantage of the lathe that will be available at that time that we will be required 
to bring our own tools, face shield, etc. Also, he suggested that we bring a few small turned items for display to show 
what kind of things can be done on a lathe. 
  
With the 'business' out of the way it was time to get on to the festivities. To kick this off Guild President, Don Moore, 
explained the 'card trick' draw for the free ticket to our Michael Hosaluk demo. Then he and Guild Treasurer, Dan 
Graham, started the draw. Through a process of elimination it got down to 5 remaining members; Dale Rayner, Robert 
Atkinson, Richard Ford, George Price and Peter Nicholl. At this point Don announced that if any of the other members 
wanted to make a cash offer to these remaining members for their cards now was the time to make it. Robert was 
offered $5. for his ticket but didn't take it. He knows now he should have as he was eliminated on the next round. ;) 
When it got down to the two finalists; Richard and Dale, there was talk of buying each otherôs card but each stood fast. 
Finally, with great anticipation the final card was drawn, Richard was eliminated and Dale was declared the winner of 
the free ticket to Michael Hosalukôs demonstration at Stephen Zwerlingôs! Congratulations, Dale! 
  
With all this excitement it was time to eat and everyone proceeded to fill up their plates and cups with the bounty 
described above. 
  
Following this short break it was time for the Shape Challenge. This was the third in this series presented by Dianne 
and its focus was on the ogee shape.  Quite a few members participated;  Dan Graham, Doug McGuire, Robert 
Atkinson, Glenn McCarron, Gary Landry, Ron Hazlett, Lowell Jenkins, Norm Jolivet, Dale Rayner, Peter Nicholl, 
George Price, Gordon Marshall, Bill Fisher, Stuart Taylor, Ian Scott and Dianne. The pieces were as varied as could be 
and all were great, even Peter's pre-bowl. ;) When it was over Dianne announce that there will be another Challenge 
coming soon and it could possibly be an egg shape. Start practicing now! 
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The December 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

 
Shape Challenge - Dan Graham 

 
Shape Challenge - Doug McGuire 

Our regular meeting Show & Tell followed the Shape Challenge with several participants; Lowell Jenkins brought in a 
small bowl, Dave Richards brought in a large bowl on a pedestal, a segmented vase and a set of pens, Ron Hazlett 
showed us a clock that he made,  Darrell Eisner showed his Bluenose pen set that included a pen made of wood from 
the Bluenose, a dime and a postage stamp, all in a beautiful case, Dianne Looker showed us a plate created using the 
bandsaw technique and Bill Fisher showed us a shallow bowl. In addition, Gordon Marshall brought in a Fibonacci 
gauge that he made and Dale Rayner brought in some piano wire to share with the membership which led to several 
great tips from a couple of  members on wire burning (see the article on Page 22) . 
  
By now it was time to replenish the plates so another short break was announced.  During the munching a couple of 
announcements were made: 
  
Gordon Marshall announced his upcoming course at Nova Scotia Center for Craft and Design beginning in March 
(more info on Page 27) Kudos, Gordon, on your first venture into paid woodturning course instruction! 
  
Past President, Bill Luther, announced that he had spoke with Sarah, the wife of past member Warman Castle (now 
deceased). She is doing fine and she passed on good wishes and said hello to everyone.  
  
Cheryl Borden, of Halifax Specialty Hardwoods, announced several new woods that they now have available. In 
addition to the Birch-Walnut, they have also added a Bird's Eye and Curly variety. They have also added an Aromatic 
Cedar that is sure to be popular.  
  
Finishing off the night was a raffle where the winners chose from pieces of Cherry and gift bags that were filled with 
some cookies, a first aid kit and items for making your own finishes; syringes, tongue depressors, mixing pots, pencils 
and plastic covered finishing recipes. The winners were Dave Duggan, Bill Fisher (won twice), Calum Ewing (won 
twice) and Ron Hazlett.  
  
Socializing! Shopping! Eating! What a great time! 
  
Special thanks to Darrell and Cheryl for hosting this fantastic evening!  We'll see you again next year for our Second 
Annual Christmas Social! 

 
 

Here are ójust a fewô photos from this memorable meeting: 
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The December 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

 
Shape Challenge - Robert Atkinson 

 
Shape Challenge - Glenn McCarron 

 
Shape Challenge - Gary Landry 

 
Shape Challenge - Ron Hazlett 

 
Shape Challenge - Lowell Jenkins 

 

 
Shape Challenge - Norm Jolivet 
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The December 2011 Meeting 

 
...continued 

 
Shape Challenge - Dale Rayner 

 
Shape Challenge - Peter Nicholl 

 
Shape Challenge - George Price 

 
Shape Challenge - Gordon Marshall 

 
Shape Challenge - Bill Fisher 

 

 
Shape Challenge - Stuart Taylor 


